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About The Host Institute

Sripat Singh College was established in 1949 by the illustrious Jamindar Sripat Singh
Dugar ji, driven by his visionary commitment to advancing higher education in the then-
educationally backward district of Murshidabad. Originally affiliated with the University
of Calcutta, the college now operates under the academic jurisdiction of the University of
Kalyani. Over the course of its distinguished 77-year history, Sripat Singh College has
evolved into a premier institution of higher learning and research. It offers
undergraduate programs across the disciplines of Science and Humanities, along with a
postgraduate program in Bengali. Renowned for its academic excellence, the college is
supported by a team of highly qualified and dedicated faculty members, many of whom
are distinguished scholars and researchers in their respective fields. The institution takes
pride in its alumni, who have earned placements and recognition in esteemed national
and international institutions. Sripat Singh College continues to uphold its founding
ideals, fostering intellectual growth, critical thinking, and academic rigor among its
students.
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Memo No:

It gives me immense pleasure to welcome all distinguished Resource
persons, guests and participants to Sripat Singh College for the
International Seminar on “Inclusivity, Sustainability, and Gender: Text
and Context”. This seminar reflects our institution’s commitment to
fostering dialogue that bridges disciplines and communities. In today’s
world, inclusivity and sustainability are not just ideals but urgent
necessities, and gender perspectives enrich this discourse with depth
and balance. By engaging with both text and context, we hope to
illuminate the ways scholarship can inspire meaningful social change.
I am confident that the deliberations here will contribute to building a
more equitable and sustainable future. I extend my heartfelt gratitude to
the organizing committee, faculty, and students for their dedication.
May this seminar strengthen our collective resolve to pursue knowledge
with responsibility and compassion.

I wish the event great success and fruitful outcomes for all.

QAMW-Q?QAQ% .

President,
Governing Body,
Sripat Singh College
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Message

It is with great pride that I welcome you to the International Seminar on ‘Inclusivity,
Sustainability, and Gender: Text and Context’, hosted by Sripat Singh College on 28th January
2026 in collaboration with Women's College, Kolkata; Nabadwip Vidyasagar College, SRF
College, Beldanga; and Berhampore Girls' College.

This seminar delves into the vital intersections of inclusivity, sustainability, and gender, bridging
textual scholarship with contemporary contexts. In an era of rapid global change, these themes
demand urgent attention—from equitable resource policies to dismantling gender barriers in
literature and society. The abstracts compiled here reflect the diverse insights of our contributors,
promising enriching discussions that challenge conventional narratives.

I commend the tireless efforts of our faculty, researchers, and participants in advancing this
discourse. May this event inspire collaborative action for a more equitable and sustainable future,

translating ideas into real-world impact.

o

Dr. Kamal Krishna Sarkar
Principal,

Sripat Singh College
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Message

It 1s a great privilege for me to offer my reflections on the occasion of the International Seminar on
“Inclusivity, Sustainability, and Gender: Text and Context” organized by Sripat Singh College. I
congratulate the organizing committee, faculty members, and students for selecting a theme of such
contemporary relevance and intellectual depth. The focus of this seminar reflects a thoughtful engagement
with issues that are central to both academic inquiry and societal progress.

In the context of the twenty-first century, inclusivity and sustainability have emerged as critical
frameworks for understanding human experience and social development. Examining these concerns
through literary texts allows us to trace evolving narratives and ideologies, while their contextual
application highlights the realities, challenges, and responsibilities of today's world. Inclusivity
emphasizes the ethical necessity of recognizing diverse perspectives, sustainability calls for long-term
social and cultural responsibility, and gender studies invite a critical reassessment of power structures and
representation.

By connecting theoretical discourse with lived realities, this seminar encourages meaningful dialogue and
mmformed reflection. The scholarly contributions presented here demonstrate a collective commitment to
questioning established assumptions and envisioning more equitable and inclusive futures. I am confident
that the deliberations will foster intellectual exchange, inspire collaborative research, and motivate
students and scholars alike to contribute thoughtfully to the creation of a just and sustainable society.

I'wish a great success for this seminar.

2

Vice Chancellor
Murshidabad University

Established in 2018 under West Bengal Act XVIII of 2018 [passed by the West Bengal Legislature]
Published in The Kolkata Gazette (Extraordinary), ASVINA 9, Monday, October 1, 2018 and Kolkata Gazette
notification no. 130L/OM-611/2021 dated 04.06.2021
Website: www.msduniv.ac.in
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MESSAGE

It gives me immense pleasure to extend my warm greetings and best wishes to the organizers, scholars,
researchers, and participants of the International Seminar entitled: “Inclusivity, Sustainability, and
Gender: Text and Context”, organized by the Internal Quality Assurance Cell and Seminar Committee,
Sripat Singh College, Jiaganj, Murshidabad, West Bengal, in Collaboration with Women's College,
Calcutta; Nabadwip Vidyasagar College; SRF College, Beldanga; and Berhampore Girls' College,
Berhampore, Murshidabad. This timely and thought-provoking theme addresses some of the most
pressing intellectual and social concemns of our contemporary world and invites meaningful dialogue
across disciplines, cultures, and perspectives.

The interrelation of inclusivity, sustainability, and gender is not merely an academic concern but a lived
reality that shapes societies, institutions, and human relationships. Texts—literary, historical, cultural, and
theoretical—serve as powerful sites where these ideas are articulated, contested, and reimagined, while
context grounds them in social practice and ethical responsibility. By bringing together diverse voices,
this seminar creates a valuable platform to critically examine representations of marginalized identities,

gender justice, environmental consciousness, and inclusive development within both textual traditions and
real-world frameworks.

Such academic initiatives play a vital role in fostering critical thinking, social sensitivity, and
transformative knowledge. They encourage us to move beyond isolated interpretations and to embrace
intersectional approaches that acknowledge the complex interplay of gender, class, caste, ecology, and
culture. I am confident that the deliberations, presentations, and interactions during this seminar will
generate insightful discussions and contribute significantly to ongoing scholarly and social debates.

Berhampore Girls’ College remains deeply committed to promoting academic excellence, gender equity,
and socially responsible education. I sincerely hope that this seminar will inspire innovative research,
collaborative engagement, and sustained commitment toward building a more inclusive, just, and
sustainable future.

I wish the seminar every success.

Principal

Berhampore Girls’ Coflege
P.0.-Berhampore, Dist -MSD.



Message

Gender is a contested concept- fluid, malleable, unstable, and yet, indispensable. The gendered subjectivity serving
the heteronormative matrix can dangerously overstep the boundaries of the matrix, thereby forcing a re-vision of
subjectivity and gender, and consequently dissolving the matrix altogether. The monolithic understandings of sexuality
presume sexual identity as a static identity category. Categories of identity are often binary, established by means of a
contrast between the dominant group and those excluded from the dominant group. The matrix of marginality becomes
a seamless heterogeneous weave of race, religion, gender, class, caste and many such coordinates which trigger the
politics of exclusion, liminality, and silence. Masculinity, femininity, and the concept of ‘Othering’ in the border-zone
of alternative sexualities are all social ideals developed within the matrix of heterosexuality. These pointers raise a few
questions: How are the concepts of space, gender, and sexuality produced through social relations and practices? Where
are the borderlines of gender fluidity? What happens when such borders get blurred? How is the concept of ‘Othering’
developed in the border-zone of alternative sexualities? What happens when this matrix is challenged?

The “queer” bodies become primarily a source of social control in our androcentric social order. It has been found
that the rural or the urban areas (except a few metropolitan centres) in India still lack that flexibility and adaptability
towards the non-normative sexual orientations. The construction of gender under the hegemonic control of patriarchy
reinforces stereotypical masculinity /femininity and promotes homophobia. Hence, the long-standing socio-economic
marginalization of India’s LGBTQ+ community becomes an economic imperative. The Indian government must go
beyond looking at LGBTQ+ individuals through the lens of a ‘third gender’ or transgender persons only — and expand
the space for other queer identities. An implementable roadmap must envision inclusive educational institutions, with
emphasis on scholarships, skill enhancement and job training programmes. A balanced and pragmatic approach to
queer inclusion is essential, one that moves beyond political binaries and instead frames it as a matter of social and
economic integration. In order to mainstream gender equity and equality across our domestic and foreign policy, we
need to ensure gender equality and equity in strategic planning and budgeting, policy development, management and
training, and monitoring and evaluation efforts. A data-driven approach would enable the development of targeted
interventions to address the specific concerns and ensure inclusivity. LGBTQ+ Wealth Gap, Income Gap, Information
Gap, Market Gap, and Policy Gap may only be reduced by proper research, data analysis, presentation, or
representation of the same. Unlocking the economic potential of the LGBTQ+ community even in smaller pockets
will enhance India’s economic progress by tapping into diverse talents, driving innovation, and fostering sustainable
economic growth.

It is a matter of great pride that one of the premier colleges in Murshidabad, Sripat Singh College, is opening new
vistas for research and discourses through the publication of this book of abstracts from research papers which will be
presented in the International Seminar on “Inclusivity, Sustainability, and Gender: Texts and Contexts” to be held on
28" of January, 2026. This book of research abstracts is a collage of inclusivity, empowerment, and sustainability.
feel deeply honoured to have this privilege of sending best wishes for the Grand Success of the Seminar and for the
publication of this volume of abstracts. May Sripat Singh College reach the zenith of its glory!

Dr. Anupama Chowdhury
Principal

Women’s College Calcutta
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Congratulatory Message from Nabadwip Vidyasagar Co"ege

We have the great pleasure to divulge that Nabadwip Vidyasagar College has got
the opportunity to act as a partner of the “International Seminar on- Inclusivity,
Sustainability and Gender: Text and Context” organized by IQAC Cell and Seminar
Committee, Sripat Sing College, Murshidabad in collaboration with Women’s
College, Calcutta, SRF College (Beldanga), Berhampore Girls' College and our
college i.e. Nabadwip Vidyasagar College. Hope the seminar scheduled to be held
on January 28, 2026 will yield a fruitful, informative and scintillating discussion
from the end of the distinguished, famous, eminent and learned “Resource
Persons”. The lucid and understandable deliberations from their end will
enlighten the august dignitaries in particular and all the participants in general.
Hope, this endeavor for organizing this mammoth “International Seminar (Hybrid

Mode)” will be a very successful one.

Sd/- Dr Swapan Kumar Roy

Principal, Nabadwip Vidyasagar College, Nadia

Nabadwip, Nadia - 741302, West Bengal

Email : i
Phone : 03472 940014, Fax : 03472 240014 s, v s

Website : https://nvc.ac.in/
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S.R. Fatepuria College

To: Dr. Kamal Krishna Sarkar P.0.-Beldanga, Dt.-Murshidabad

Principal, Sripat Singh College

S.R.Fatepuria College, P.O.-Beldanga, Dist.-Murshidabad, West Bengal, PIN-742133



Convenors’ Note

The seminar on “Inclusivity, Sustainability & Gender: Text and Context”, held on 28 January
2026 at Sripat Singh College, addressed some of the most pressing intellectual and social concerns of
the contemporary world. At a time when societies across the globe are grappling with issues of
equity, environmental responsibility, and gender justice, this seminar aimed to create a meaningful
academic platform for critical engagement with these interconnected themes through
interdisciplinary perspectives.

The seminar examined how texts—Iliterary, historical, sociological, philosophical, and cultural—both
reflect and shape social realities. By situating these texts within their respective contexts, the
discussions emphasized the dynamic relationship between knowledge production and lived
experience. Inclusivity was explored not merely as a policy-driven concept but as a fundamental
ethical principle that challenges structural inequalities related to caste, class, gender, region, and
identity. Sustainability, likewise, was approached not only in environmental terms but also in relation
to cultural, social, and intellectual continuity essential for long-term human development.

Gender emerged as a central analytical lens throughout the deliberations, enabling nuanced
understandings of power relations, representation, agency, and resistance. The seminar highlighted
the intersections of gender with other social categories and examined how these intersections
influence access to education, resources, and opportunities. Through critical readings and contextual
analyses, participants reflected on the role of gender-sensitive narratives in fostering more inclusive
and equitable societies.

The seminar brought together scholars, researchers, teachers, and students from diverse disciplines,
encouraging dialogue across academic boundaries. Such interactions enriched the deliberations and
reinforced the importance of interdisciplinary approaches in addressing complex contemporary
challenges. The papers included in these proceedings reflect a wide range of perspectives and
methodologies, contributing meaningfully to ongoing academic debates on inclusivity, sustainability,
and gender.

We extend our sincere gratitude to all contributors, participants, and members of the organizing
committee for their enthusiastic involvement and scholarly commitment. We hope that the insights
presented in this volume will inspire further research and reflection, and that these proceedings will
serve as a valuable academic resource for students and scholars alike.

Dr. Sagar Simlandy,
Dibakar Das,

Sripat Singh College
Convenors

International Seminar on “Inclusivity, Sustainability, and Gender: Text and Context”



Message from Organizing Secretaries

It gives us immense pleasure to welcome you to the International Seminar on “Inclusivity,
Sustainability, and Gender: Text and Context”, being held on 28th January, 2026 at Sripat Singh
College. This seminar has been conceived as an interdisciplinary academic platform to foster
meaningful dialogue on some of the most pressing concerns of our time—social inclusion,
sustainable development, and gender equity—examined through textual, cultural, scientific,

and socio-political perspectives.

The abstracts compiled in this volume reflect a rich diversity of themes, methodologies, and
critical insights contributed by scholars, researchers, and practitioners from various disciplines
and regions. Collectively, they underscore the importance of inclusive narratives, sustainable
practices, and gender-sensitive approaches in shaping equitable societies. We hope that this
abstract book will not only serve as a record of scholarly engagement but also inspire further

research, collaboration, and critical reflection beyond the seminar.

We extend our sincere gratitude to all the contributors, keynote speakers, resource persons, and
members of the organizing and advisory committees for their invaluable support and
cooperation. We also thank the authorities of Sripat Singh College for providing the
institutional encouragement necessary to organize this academic endeavor. We wish all

participants a stimulating and rewarding academic experience.

With warm regards,
Dr. Mitali Tikader,

Dr. Abhishek Basu,
Sripat Singh College
Organizing Secretaries

International Seminar on “Inclusivity, Sustainability, and Gender: Text and Context”
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CONTENT
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1. Dibyadyuti Sarkar Sri Chinmoy: An Apostle of Inclusivity Beyond Borders, Faiths, (1]
and Nations

2. Dr. Amita Kumari Towards an Ecofeminist Understanding of Santals [2-4]

3. Debraj Roy Light-Intensity Effects on Developmental and Metabolic [5]
Parameters in Pisum sativum L.

4. Dr. Debdulal Banerjee Narrating the Soul: Caste, Womanhood, and the Soteriological [6]
Pilgrimage to Freedom

5. Dr. Krishnendu Roy Education for Sustainable Development (ESD): Integrating [7]
Gender and Inclusivity in Practice

6. Dr. Amritendu Haldar | Gender and Caste-wise Classification Regarding Education for g
Sustainable Development (ESD) in India [8]

7. Dr. Subrata Biswas Fragile Heavens: Gendered Violence and Ecological Resistance | [9]
in Romesh Gunesekera’s Heaven’s Edge

8. Praiti Chakraborty, Dr. | Gender role attitude and attitude towards marriage in relation to | [10]

Subrata Dasgupta, Dr. television serial addiction: A correlational study among male
Priyankar Singha and female serial viewers of Kolkata

9. Kartick Pal The Kanyashree Paradigm: A Multi-Dimensional Analysis of [11]
Conditional Cash Transfers, Gender Equality, and Sustainable
Development Goals in West Bengal

10. Dr. Sagar Simlandy Kanyashree Prakalpa: A Landmark Initiative for Girls’ [12]
Empowerment in Murshidabad

11. Himan Chowdhury Public Libraries as Sustainable Knowledge Institutions: An [13]
Empirical User Study of Murshidabad and Nadia Districts of
West Bengal

12. Arnab Chatterjee Reclaiming the Silenced Voice: Subalternity, Gender, and Queer| [14]
Spaces in Tagore’s ‘Streer Potro’

13. Shakya Sinha TooIC! TR (AE S S BRer el faees | [15]
feaeq

14. Shuvasish Sarkar, Challenges of LIS Professionals in Accessing Indigenous [16]

Dibakar Das Knowledge in Academic Libraries

15. Krishna Chandra Ghosh | Bfi ¢ faga *rets 9191 Yfere w1 Feargmefas i [17]

16. | Arunava Kumar Choudhury |Measuring the 'S' in ESG: A Critical Audit of Social Impact [18]
Metrics in Gender-Lens Investment Reporting

17. oo oA BRIl ¢ g qea el AfRey [19]

18. Trishna Subba Politicising the Body: Sexual Violence in the Gorkhaland [20]
Literature

19. Soumalya Ghosh Patriarchy & Objectification of the Female Body: Use of Al in [21]
Maintaining the Existing Power Hierarchies within Indian
Society

20. Biplab Biswas Data Mining as Text and Context: Inclusivity, Gender, and [22]
Sustainability in the Knowledge Economy

21. Dr. Adrija Chattopadhyay |Empowerment through Awareness: A Study of Women Rights [23]
among Self-Help Groups

22. T, FAAF 1Y RifeBimen soga et Refogacds fee; [24]

23. Dr. Swapan Kumar Sarkar |Modernity & Sustainability of the Hool: A case study [25]

24, T, Sfogwa 39 JieeT PR AR AR @y T Fo! i [26]

25. Moumita Biswas Selthood at the Urban Margins: Caste and Gender in Yashica [27]
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29. Paban Bittar Harnessing Information Technology for Environmental [31]
Sustainability and Human Health: Opportunities, Innovations,
and Challenges
30. Rajat Suvra Mandal H From the Symposium to the Transit Camp: Pederasty and [32]
Gerontology in R. Raj Rao’s The Boyfriend
31. Dr. Naibedya Prasun Pal | Impact of Self-Help Groups on Women Empowerment: a Study | [33]
with Reference to Women Self Help Groups in Nakashipara
block of Nadia District
32. Manit Malhotra, Indu Balancing Academic Integrity, Inclusivity, and Sustainability in | [34]
Chhabra Al-Driven Online Education
33. Narattam Biswas Development Versus Environmental Sustainability in India: An | [35]
Analytical Study of Policy Trade-Offs and Ecological
Consequences
34, Dr. Emili Rumi Gender, Environment, and Sustainability in Ancient India: A [36]
Historical Analysis
35. Dr. Neha Tamang Democracy and Gender Inequality: Barrier’s to Women [37]
Empowerment in India
36. Dr. Amit Kumar Kundu | Sustainability and Social Equity in Arsenic Contaminated [38]
Aquifers: A Geochemical Perspective
37. Amrita Mandal Inclusivity and Sustainability from the Margins: A Dalit [39]
Ecofeminist Reading of Jina Amucha and Karukku
38. Bidisha Das, Diyottama | Plant Growth Promoting Bacteria (PGPB) Based Biofertilizer: A| [40]
Choudhuri, Saraswat tool Towards Sustainable Agriculture
Majumdar, Apurba Mandal,
Saptaparna Kundu, Dr.
Abhishek Basu
39. Dr. Sharmila Datta Banik | Gender, Society, and State in the Gupta Age [41]
40. ©, fireife fwmma sl A R SR fon g ey afewfe’ [42]
41. Sudip Mal Between Tradition and Science: Women, Indigenous Healing [43]
and Colonial Medicine
42. Krishna Pada Roy The Evolution of Information Seeking Behaviour: a [44]
Comparative Study of College Libraries of Purba and Pashchim
Bardhaman District
43. Narayan Sardar Roy Formal Education and Women’s Empowerment: A Study of [45]
Self-Reliance and Rights Awareness Among SHG Participants
in Barrackpore Sub-division
44. Dr. Debi Prasad Datta Gender Equality as a Catalyst for Sustainable Growth: [46]
Integrating Social Justice with Economic and Environmental
Development
45. Shib Nath Pal The Social Position of Women and The Critical Analysis of [47]
Architecture in Late Medieval Bengal
46. Afe Qg SN AR SATIET 2@ FIR FAOTS T [48]
47. Abdullahilbaki ‘Educational Aspirations in Challenging Environments: A [49]

Qualitative Inquiry into Higher Secondary Students’
Experiences in Murshidabad
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48. Prabin Engleng Gender Inequality in Political Participation: with special [50]
reference to Assam, India

49. T, A (AT TN (% YN T e SEdl MR 9@ [51]

50. Dr. Kavita Baghel A Study of Women's Rights in Ancient India [52]

51. Chaitali Biswas Information Gathering habits of Readers of Public Libraries of | [53]
Purba Bardhaman and Paschim Bardhaman District of West
Bengal

52. Soumi Mondal Ecofeminism and Inclusive Sustainability: Theory vs Practice [54]

53. Subhojit Kundu Ecofeminism and Environmental Policies in India: Evaluating [55]
the Role of Women in Protecting Environment

54, Dilpreet Kour From Walled Humanism to Earthseed Networks: Blurred [56]
Boundaries in Parable of the Sower
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56. | Dr. Lagnajeeta Chakraborty | Eco-feminist Movement and Women Rights [58]

57. Dr. Ashique Rashul Ecofeminist Resistance in Contemporary Global South [59]
Literature: Reading Arundhati Roy's The God of Small Things
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Sri Chinmoy: An Apostle of Inclusivity Beyond Borders, Faiths, and
Nations

Dibyadyuti Sarkar
(Professor)

Department of Political Science, Noakhali Science and Technology University, Bangladesh

Abstract:

Sri Chinmoy (1931-2007) emerged as a unique spiritual thinker and practitioner whose life
and work transcended national boundaries, religious divisions, and ideological differences,
offering an inclusive vision. This article analyses Sri Chinmoy as a promoter of inclusion,
highlighting how his vision of insight-based spirituality, universal harmony, and human unity

challenged traditional divisions based on religion, culture, and nationality.

Drawing on his writings, lectures, art, and global initiatives such as meditation programs at the
United Nations, interfaith dialogue, and the sports-for-peace movement, this study examines
the multifaceted transformation of Sri Chinmoy’s spiritual ideals into concrete, transnational
action. The article argues that Sri Chinmoy’s concept of ‘oneness’ is not an abstract mysticism
or an institutional religion; Rather, it is a living, practical philosophy built on the foundations
of self-transcendence, compassion, and service to humanity. This study highlights the
relevance of Sri Chinmoy's inclusive worldview in the current global context, ravaged by

religious polarization, nationalism, and cultural conflict.
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Towards an Ecofeminist Understanding of Santals

Dr. Amita Kumari

Abstract:

This paper attempts to study Santal society through an ecofeminist lens. It seeks to apply the
conceptual frameworks offered by ecofeminist philosophy to understand the material
conditions and lived experiences of Santal women. It begins with a brief theoretical discussion
on ecofeminism, underlining the key conceptual tools of the philosophy that are employed in
this paper. The second part presents a gendered picture of traditional Santal society, briefly
outlining the contours of its patriarchy. The next section offers an exposition of the gradual
inroads of capitalism into the Santal world and its concomitant environmental impact. The final
part endeavours to locate Santal women within the insecurities of the present, when new forces
have torn apart the traditional community life of their society.

I

Ecofeminism is a theoretical framework that integrates feminism with environmentalism and
establishes associations between women and nature. It helps us make sense of the terrain where
patriarchy and environmental destruction, anthropocentrism and androcentrism, capitalism and
violence against women and nature intersect.

One of the basic premises running through different schools of ecofeminist thought is the idea
that there is a congruence in the ways both women and nature are exploited and treated by
human society.

To further emphasise the deep linkages between patriarchy and environmental degradation,
ecofeminists have prefixed patriarchy with the term “capitalist”. This is done to underline the
idea that patriarchy, in its contemporary capitalist form, is more destructive than before.
Vandana Shiva argues that capitalism, as a system, when integrated with traditional patriarchy,
sustains and intensifies gender violence.

In the light of these ecofeminist analytical tools, this paper, in the following pages, attempts to
arrive at a deeper understanding of a Santal woman’s material existence and her lived
experiences.

II

The social organisation of the Santals is patrilineal, patrilocal, and patriarchal. Traditional
asymmetrical taboos, discriminatory customary laws, a near absence of property rights for
women, and a deep-seated distrust and fear of the sexuality of Santal women are among the
salient features that underline the essentially patriarchal nature of Santal society.

Santal society has several asymmetrical taboos that operate as patriarchal controls. Some of
these, such as the prohibition against women touching the plough and climbing or thatching
roofs, are highly stringent in nature. These taboos, imposed on crucial survival practices, not
only ensure women’s complete dependence on men but also function as effective modes of
control and, at times, as mechanisms for evicting women from property. Another important
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prohibition relates to religious practices: Santal women are virtually excluded from the
religious sphere.

A Santal woman is also largely denied any claim to either parental or spousal property. As a
daughter, wife, and mother, she possesses no property rights. There are, however, a few
exceptions. Customary Santal laws allow a daughter to bring in a ghar jawae with the consent
of the village. In recent decades, however, ghar jawae marriages have not only become rare but
have also been intensely contested in courts. A Santal widow has limited rights: she may reside
in, manage, and receive maintenance from her deceased husband’s property. A divorced Santal
woman, however, is denied even these limited entitlements—she has virtually no right to
maintenance, and children are theoretically considered to belong to the husband.

Further, the traditional gram sabha is overwhelmingly male in composition, with women
customarily denied prominent positions. Its meetings are largely all-male deliberative spaces,
marked by a near-total absence of women.

Within this traditional structure that positions women as the weaker members of society, Santal
women now face additional and formidable challenges posed by neo-liberal economic
processes that have deepened their presence in Adivasi societies.

III

This process of capitalist exploitation, which began during the colonial period, continues today
under the familiar garb of environmental conservation, albeit at an accelerated pace and with
greater artifice. In the region of Santal Parganas, the loss of forest cover is predominantly linked
to stone quarrying and mining enterprises, both of which pose serious environmental hazards.

Both Nitya Rao and Hasrat Arjjumend underline the adverse impacts of mining on local
residents, which include, apart from pollution and disease, severe livelihood crises. The loss of
grazing land to mining operations is one such impact. In one of the villages studied by
Arjjumend, tribal families earlier reared between forty and forty-five cattle per household, a
number that declined drastically to around ten due to mining (2005: 6). Mine owners also resort
to dumping excavated mud on common grazing lands, rendering them completely unusable
(Rao 2005: 4440). Neighbouring agricultural lands have similarly lost productivity, as mine
debris is washed onto fields during the rains, damaging the fertile topsoil.

In the name of development and “mainstreaming”, the very social fabric of community living
and the symbiotic relationship with nature that once ensured a relatively secure livelithood have
been systematically torn apart.

v

Amidst this destruction, the Adivasi woman emerges as the most disadvantaged. Adivasi
women share an intimate relationship with their natural habitat, constituted by forests, grazing
lands, and water bodies. Although men also participate in the collection of forest resources, it
is generally agreed that women spend a greater part of their daily lives engaged in forest-related
activities. The collection of firewood, leaves for plate-making, fruits and vegetables, and
medicinal herbs largely falls within women’s domain.
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Apart from meeting everyday household needs, these activities offer an added advantage:
women can sell plates, baskets, fruits, herbs, and firewood in nearby markets and earn an
income of their own. With the shrinking of forests, however, forest-related tasks have become
increasingly arduous, while the small but crucial incomes that women could claim as their own
have steadily declined. Similarly, as underground water sources and other water bodies dry up
due to ecological imbalance, women are forced to travel longer distances and spend longer
hours fetching water.

As land alienation continues, agricultural output declines, and forests dwindle, the once self-
sufficient land—forest economy has been severely disrupted. Santal women are now
increasingly migrating to distant regions in search of work, a process that renders them more
vulnerable and often exposes them to trafficking networks.

Conclusion

The ecofeminist concepts of capitalist patriarchy and the interconnectedness of environmental
degradation and women’s oppression help us make better sense of the contemporary realities
shaping the lives of Adivasi women. The foregoing analysis once again confirms the central
ecofeminist claim that environmentalism is, fundamentally, a feminist issue.
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Light-Intensity Effects on Developmental and Metabolic Parameters in
Pisum sativum L.

Debraj Roy
(Assistant Professor)

Department of Botany, Sripat Singh College, Murshidabad, West Bengal, India
Email: roydebraj29@gmail.com

Abstract:

Light-intensity significantly influences plant growth and metabolism in Pisum sativum L.
(garden pea) — affecting developmental traits like plant height, leaf number, biomass
accumulation as well as metabolic processes such as photosynthesis and nitrogen fixation.
Higher intensity may act as a protagonist of efficiency and productivity — or lower may act
alter-resource-allocation.

Pisum sativum L. were grown under light and dark (control vs experimental) in house-hold set
up at 28-30°C. Developmental parameters (plant height, leaf count, dry matter) were measured

bi-weekly, and metabolic rates (net CO; exchange) assessed on 10 replicates per treatment over

60 days.

Plants under high-light exhibited 25-28% greater photosynthetic rates and 40% higher dry
matter (up to 20-25 g/plant) compared to shaded conditions, but low-light increased height (up
to 65 cm) and leaf number and reduced carboxylation efficiency by 20-25% in experimental

set up.

Elevated light intensity spikes carbon assimilation and growth by capturing light and enzyme
activity, though excessive levels may induce photoinhibition. Shade tolerance supports height
and leaf number in P. sativum L. may cause nitrogen efficacy level mitigation. These findings
also align with prior reports on spectral shift and plant-growth-regulator responses. Optimal
intensities are best for the balance development and metabolism for house-hold yield

improvement.

Keywords: Light-intensity, light-dependent, dark, development, metabolism.
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Narrating the Soul: Caste, Womanhood, and the Soteriological Pilgrimage
to Freedom

Dr. Debdulal Banerjee
(Assistant Professor)

Department of English, Raja Rammohun Roy Mahavidyalaya, Hooghly, West Bengal, India
Email: debrup0110@gmail.com

Abstract:

Bama’s Karukku marks a seminal intervention in Dalit women’s life-writing by articulating the
intersection of caste, gender, and Christian spirituality as mutually constitutive sites of
subaltern experience. Her autobiographical self-fashioning foregrounds a soteriological
trajectory wherein conversion, faith praxis, and affective interiority become modalities of
resisting caste hegemony and negotiating subjecthood. Read through the critical lenses of
subalternity, feminist theology, and Dalit emancipatory discourse, Karukku unsettles dominant
narratives by re-inscribing agency in the figure of the Dalit Christian woman. This paper argues
that Bama’s text enacts a dual movement of witnessing and liberation- transforming
autobiography into both a political critique of structural violence and a pilgrimage toward

spiritual and socio-symbolic freedom.

Keywords: caste, gender, subaltern, hegemony, subjecthood,
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Education for Sustainable Development (ESD): Integrating Gender and
Inclusivity in Practice

Dr. Krishnendu Roy
(Assistant Professor)

Department of Education, Domkal Girls’ College, Murshidabad, West Bengal, India
Email: roykrishedu@gmail.com

Abstract:

Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) is more than teaching environmental
awareness—it is about preparing learners to face social, economic, and environmental
challenges while fostering values like equality, social justice, and respect for diversity.
Integrating gender sensitivity and inclusivity into education is essential to make learning
meaningful and sustainable. This paper explores how ESD can address inequalities and create
inclusive learning spaces that empower all students.

Many learners—especially girls, students from marginalized communities, and those with
disabilities—still face barriers that limit their participation and growth. Gender stereotypes,
biased curricular content, and exclusionary classroom practices often reinforce these
inequalities. Addressing these challenges within ESD can help create classrooms where every
learner feels valued, supported, and motivated to contribute to society.

Using a text-and-context approach, this paper examines how policies, curricula, and classroom
practices incorporate—or overlook—issues of gender and inclusivity. It highlights learner-
centered pedagogy, participatory teaching methods, and collaborative learning as strategies that
promote both equity and sustainable thinking. When students engage in dialogue, critical
reflection, and community-based learning, they develop empathy, responsibility, and a deeper
understanding of sustainability.

Teachers play a crucial role in making ESD inclusive. They act as facilitators and role models,
shaping safe and empowering classrooms that challenge biases and encourage all learners to
thrive. Continuous professional development and reflective teaching practices are key to
ensuring these goals are met.

In conclusion, gender and inclusivity are not optional in sustainable education—they are
foundational. When schools address social inequalities and promote inclusive practices,
education becomes a powerful tool for long-term sustainability and social transformation.
Supportive policies, context-sensitive approaches, and teacher empowerment are essential for
achieving truly inclusive and sustainable education.

Keywords: Education for Sustainable Development, Gender Equity, Inclusivity, Inclusive
Pedagogy, Social Justice, Sustainable Education.



ISGTC-2026 [6] Abstract Book

Gender and Caste-wise Classification Regarding Education for Sustainable
Development (ESD) in India

Dr. Amritendu Haldar
(Assistant Professor)

Department of Physics, Sripat Singh College, Murshidabad, West Bengal, India
Email: ahaldar@sripatsinghcollege.edu.in

Abstract:

Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) seeks to empower learners with the knowledge,
skills, and values necessary to promote sustainable environmental, social, and economic
practices. In India, however, access to ESD is uneven due to persistent social hierarchies,
particularly gender and caste, which intersect to shape educational participation and
outcomes. This study explores ESD through a gender and caste-wise classification,
examining how social identity influences opportunities for sustainable learning.

Women, especially from Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs), face
compounded barriers in accessing quality education, including traditional gender roles,
economic constraints, and limited institutional support. These factors restrict their participation
in ESD programs, environmental awareness initiatives, and skill-building activities that foster
sustainable development. In contrast, males from upper-caste communities often enjoy greater
access to educational infrastructure, environmental programs, and sustainability-oriented
training, highlighting inequities in learning opportunities.

A gender and caste-wise analysis of educational data indicates that marginalized groups,
particularly lower-caste women, are underrepresented in sustainability education, while higher-
caste males dominate participation and outcomes. Such disparities emphasize that ESD’s
transformative potential is constrained when intersectional inequalities are ignored.

To address these gaps, inclusive strategies are essential, including gender-sensitive curricula,
scholarships and incentives for marginalized communities, teacher training on caste and gender
awareness, and community-based sustainability initiatives that integrate local knowledge.
Implementing intersectional approaches ensures equitable participation and empowers learners
from diverse backgrounds to contribute to sustainable development goals.

This study underscores the importance of embedding intersectionality in ESD policy and
practice, showing that equitable education is critical for achieving social justice,
environmental stewardship, and sustainable development in India. By addressing gender and
caste-based inequities, ESD can become a truly inclusive tool for building a sustainable and
equitable society.

Keywords: Education for Sustainable Development, Gender, Caste, Intersectionality, India,
Educational Equity, Social Inclusion, Sustainability
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Fragile Heavens: Gendered Violence and Ecological Resistance in Romesh
Gunesekera’s Heaven’s Edge

Dr. Subrata Biswas
(Assistant Professor)

Department of English, Mahadevananda Mahavidyalaya, Barrackpore, West Bengal, India
Email: subratabiswas777@gmail.com

Abstract:

This paper offers an ecofeminist reading of Romesh Gunesekera’s Heaven’s Edge (2000),
examining the interconnections between gendered violence, ecological destruction, and
militarised power within a fragile, war-torn landscape. Set against the backdrop of prolonged
conflict, the novel reveals how environmental degradation and gendered suffering emerge from
the same patriarchal logic of domination. Central to this analysis is the character of Uva, who
may be read as an eco-warrior shaped by an ecological inheritance from her mother, a guardian
of land, water, and fragile ecosystems. This inherited eco-topia is sustained through practices
of care, coexistence, and ecological knowledge. This feminine space of sustainability stands in
stark opposition to the military’s violent intrusion, which treats both land and human lives as

expendable territories to be controlled and destroyed.

Employing an ecofeminist lens, the paper argues that the violence inflicted upon Uva parallels
the systematic devastation of the ecosystem, resulting in ecological imbalance and profound
psychological disillusionment. Uva’s shock and displacement signify not merely personal
trauma but the collapse of intergenerational female ecological wisdom within a militarised
environment. By foregrounding the nexus of inclusivity, sustainability, and gender, this paper
demonstrates how Heaven’s Edge critiques exclusionary nationalist and militaristic discourses

and gestures towards an alternative ethic rooted in care, resistance, and ecological harmony.

Keywords: ecofeminism, gender and ecology, militarism and environment, sustainability,

inclusivity.
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Gender role attitude and attitude towards marriage in relation to television
serial addiction: A correlational study among male and female serial
viewers of Kolkata

Praiti Chakraborty!”, Dr. Subrata Dasgupta?, Dr. Priyankar Singha®
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Email: praiti.cha@gmail.com

Abstract:

The present study attempts to understand the relationship of Gender role attitude and General
attitude towards marriage scale with Bengali television serial addiction in male and female
serial viewers. Data were collected from 245 female and 55 male serial viewers through
multistage stratified random sampling. Standardized tools were used to measure Gender role
attitude, General attitude towards marriage, television serial addiction. Descriptive statistics,
independent sample t-test, One-Way Anova, Pearson product moment correlation were
calculated. Results indicated that women serial viewers are higher in Bengali television serial
addiction than men. The age difference in the total test scores was assessed and found to be
significant. Also, Gender role attitude and general attitude towards marriage are significantly

associated with television serial addiction.

Keywords: Bengali television Serial addiction; Gender Role Attitude; Attitude towards

Marriage; gender; addiction
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The Kanyashree Paradigm: A Multi-Dimensional Analysis of Conditional
Cash Transfers, Gender Equality, and Sustainable Development Goals in
West Bengal

Kartick Pal
(Research Scholar)

Department of Political Science, University of Burdwan, Purba Burdwan, West Bengal, India
Email: kartickpal 748@gmail.com

Abstract:

Kanyashree Prakalpa (KP), initiated by the Government of West Bengal in 2013, is a
significant Conditional Cash Transfer (CCT) initiative aimed at enhancing the socio-economic
condition of adolescent girls by promoting education and postponing marriage until the legal
age of 18. This research analyses the multifaceted effects of the initiative on gender equality
and its congruence with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), namely
SDG 4 (Quality Education) and SDG 5 (Gender Equality). The study assesses the program's
effectiveness in enhancing school enrollment—benefiting nearly 9 million individuals by
2026—through a synthesis of contemporary literature and empirical data while examining the
ongoing issue of child marriage in the state. Research indicates that, although the program has
effectively interrupted cycles of generational illiteracy, a "child marriage paradox" endures due

to entrenched patriarchal norms and contradictory economic incentives.

Keywords: Kanyashree Prakalpa, Gender Equality, West Bengal, Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), Conditional Cash Transfer (CCT), Child Marriage.
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Kanyashree Prakalpa: A Landmark Initiative for Girls’ Empowerment in
Murshidabad

Dr. Sagar Simlandy
(Associate Prifessor)

Department of History, Sripat Singh College, Murshidabad, West Bengal, India
Email: id-sagar.hist@gmail.com

Abstract:

Kanyashree Prakalpa is a pioneering social welfare initiative launched by the Government of
West Bengal with the objective of promoting girls’ education and preventing early marriage.
Introduced in 2013, the scheme has played a transformative role in districts like Murshidabad,
where socio-economic backwardness, gender disparity, and school dropout rates among girls
have historically remained high. This paper examines the impact of Kanyashree Prakalpa as a
model of inclusive development and gender empowerment in Murshidabad district. By
providing financial assistance along with sustained awareness programmes, Kanyashree Clubs,
and community-based outreach, the scheme has contributed significantly to increased school
retention, delayed marriage, and enhanced social consciousness among adolescent girls. The
study highlights how the integration of economic incentives with social and psychological
empowerment strategies has strengthened the position of girls within families and
communities. The international recognition of the scheme by UNICEF and the United Nations
further underscores its effectiveness as a replicable model of inclusive, gender-sensitive
policymaking in developing regions. Kanyashree Prakalpa goes far beyond mere financial
support. Its innovative communication strategy not only spreads awareness but also focuses on
social and psychological empowerment of adolescent girls. The programme adopts adolescent-
friendly approaches such as cultural events, competitions, Kanyashree Clubs, and the
promotion of successful women as role models, thereby encouraging confidence, self-esteem,

and aspirations among young girls.

Keywords: Kanyashree Prakalpa; Girls’ Education; Gender Empowerment; Inclusivity;
Murshidabad District; Child Marriage Prevention; Social Welfare Schemes; Women

Development
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Public Libraries as Sustainable Knowledge Institutions: An Empirical
User Study of Murshidabad and Nadia Districts of West Bengal

Himan Chowdhury
(Research Scholar)

Mansarovar Global University, Sehore, M.P., India
Email: himan.chowdhury@gmail.com

Abstract:

Public libraries play a pivotal role in promoting equitable access to knowledge, lifelong
learning, and community development, thereby functioning as sustainable knowledge
institutions within a democratic society. This empirical study examines the patterns of use, user
characteristics, resource utilization, and satisfaction levels of public libraries in the
Murshidabad and Nadia districts of West Bengal. The research aims to assess how effectively
public libraries respond to users’ informational, educational, and socio-cultural needs while
contributing to sustainable knowledge dissemination at the grassroots level. A structured
questionnaire method was adopted to collect primary data from the users of selected public
libraries across both districts. Statistical tools were employed to analyse user demographics,
frequency and purpose of library use, preferences for reading materials, availability of services,
and overall user satisfaction. The study indicates that public libraries in both districts serve as
important learning hubs, particularly for students, job seekers, and individuals from
economically weaker sections. Printed resources such as textbooks, newspapers, and reference
materials remain the most frequently used, while digital resources and ICT-based services are
limited. Although users in Murshidabad exhibit marginally higher satisfaction levels than those
in Nadia, the difference is not statistically significant, suggesting comparable service
conditions and challenges across both districts. Key issues identified include inadequate digital
infrastructure, limited ICT integration, shortage of professionally trained staff, and insufficient
outreach to women, senior citizens, and scholars. The study highlights the urgent need for
modernization, technological up-gradation, professional capacity building, and inclusive user-
centric services to strengthen public libraries as sustainable knowledge institutions. The
findings offer valuable empirical insights for policymakers and library administrators to
enhance the long-term sustainability and social relevance of public libraries in rural and semi-
urban areas of West Bengal.

Keywords: Public Libraries, User Study, Sustainable Knowledge Institutions, Murshidabad
District, Nadia District
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Reclaiming the Silenced Voice: Subalternity, Gender, and Queer Spaces in
Tagore’s ‘Streer Potro’

Arnab Chatterjee
(Guest Faculty)

Department of English, Murshidabad University, Murshidabad, West Bengal, India
Email: chatterjeeac774@gmail.com

Abstract:

Rabindranath Tagore’s vast literary oeuvre engages deeply with themes of nationalism,

spirituality, human emotions, and social reform. Among his many works, the short story ‘ﬁ?
NG (Streer Potro), which literally translates as ‘The Wife’s Letter’, stands out as a seminal

text addressing gender discrimination within Bengali households. Structured as an epistolary
narrative, the story follows Mrinal, the second daughter-in-law of a traditional household, who
writes to her husband recounting the oppression and indignities that she has endured for over
fifteen years of her marriage. However, beyond its surface narrative, ‘Streer Potro’ functions
as a powerful critique of the patriarchal structures and a narrative of female self-realisation.
This paper examines how Tagore constructs Mrinal’s voice as a means of reclaiming female
subjectivity from patriarchal silencing. By situating this narrative within the socio-cultural
fabric of the 20th century Bengal, the paper also reflects on how colonial modernity intersected
with emerging feminist consciousness in Indian literature. Drawing upon Gayatri Chakravorty
Spivak’s seminal essay, ‘Can the Subaltern Speak?’, the paper investigates how Mrinal and
other women like Bindu embody the subaltern position within the hierarchal gender systems.
Furthermore, the paper engages with theories by Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick and Adrienne Rich
to explore the homosocial and potentially queer undertones of the relationship between Mrinal
and Bindu, revealing repressed emotional affective spaces within domestic patriarchy. In doing
so, this paper aims to contribute to ongoing discourses on Tagore’s gender politics and his

continued relevance to feminist and queer literary studies.

Keywords: Gender Studies, Rabindranath Tagore, Subaltern Studies, Queer theory, Bengali

Literature
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Challenges of LIS Professionals in Accessing Indigenous Knowledge in
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Abstract:

Indigenous knowledge, encompassing the cultural practices and way of life of indigenous
communities worldwide, serves as a vital reflection of their history and identity. This
knowledge, essential for maintaining cultural heritage, dialects, and traditions, and living
practices, must be protected and passed down to future generations. This paper contains the
views and initiatives of the academic libraries on the preservation, accessing, and dissemination
of Indigenous knowledge. In the knowledge society era, it’s very difficult to ignore any type
of knowledge, and academic libraries reduce the gap between the indigenous knowledge and
scientific knowledge. LIS Professionals all over the world have demonstrated creditable
initiatives managing IK, though not without attendant challenges. Information access, storage,
and sharing is the hub of library services, and as IK affects most aspects of people, then libraries
should be better burdened with this responsibility for IK and make the resources free and grant
universal access to the information contained in order to ensure a society’s posterity in all
ramifications. Many Indian libraries, like the National Digital Library of India, are now heavily
focused on digitizing manuscripts to increase public and scholarly access to this indigenous
knowledge. The National Mission for Manuscripts (NMM), Rajasthan Oriental Research
Institute, Jodhpur, and Saraswati Mahal Library, Thanjavur, are leading the way in this field

by utilizing technology to conserve and share historic works with a global audience.

Keyword: Academic Libraries, Digitization, ICT, Indigenous Knowledge, LIS Professionals.
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Measuring the 'S' in ESG: A Critical Audit of Social Impact Metrics in
Gender-Lens Investment Reporting
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(Assistant professor)
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Abstract:

The integration of Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) criteria has become a
mainstream investment imperative, with Gender-Lens Investing (GLI) emerging as a pivotal
strategy targeting gender equality (SDG 5) and inclusive economic growth (SDG 8 & 10). GLI
explicitly channels capital to women-owned and -led enterprises, promising a dual return:
financial performance and measurable social impact. However, the credibility and comparative
analysis of these social returns are contingent upon the robustness of the underlying impact
measurement and reporting practices. This paper conducts a critical audit of the current efficacy
of social impact metrics employed within GLI reporting frameworks, interrogating whether
prevailing methodologies substantiate claims of superior SDG outcomes or obscure a practice
of "impact washing."

The research employs a qualitative content analysis of publicly available impact reports, annual
reviews, and methodology statements from a curated sample of major GLI actors, including
prominent development finance institutions (e.g., IFC, CDC Group) and private impact funds
aligned with the 2X Collaborative criteria. The analysis is structured around three core
evaluative dimensions: first, the degree of adoption and consistent application of standardized
metric frameworks, such as the IRIS+ system from the Global Impact Investing Network
(GIIN); second, the depth and granularity of gender-disaggregated data, moving beyond simple
counts of female entrepreneurs served to capture outcomes in job quality, wage parity, and
leadership development; and third, the methodological rigor applied to outcome attribution and
counterfactual analysis, essential for distinguishing the investment's specific contribution from
broader market or social trends.

Preliminary findings indicate a landscape of uneven practice. While a high-level commitment
to social reporting is ubiquitous, there exists a significant reliance on output metrics (e.g.,
number of loans disbursed to women) rather than outcome metrics (e.g., growth in revenue or
employee well-being post-investment). Standardization is limited, hindering cross-fund
comparability, and narratives often substitute for verifiable, longitudinal data. The study
concludes that without a concerted shift towards harmonized, outcomes-focused, and causally-
attributed metrics, the "S" in ESG for GLI remains vulnerable to critique. It argues for the
development of a strengthened reporting paradigm that enhances transparency, ensures genuine
accountability to stakeholders, and ultimately secures GLI's role as a transformative tool for
sustainable development, not merely a niche investment trend.

Keywords: Gender-Lens Investing, Social Impact Measurement, ESG Reporting, Impact
Washing, SDG Alignment.
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Abstract:

Women'’s bodies are not private but public under the rubric of patriarchy and state control. This
paper examines how women’s bodies were sites of patriarchal and state control during the 1986
Gorkhaland Movement. The focus is drawn towards sexual violence perpetrated by military
personnel. It challenges the notion of the female body as private, but in the context of
militarisation, it becomes a public site of control. Drawing on Kate Millett’s concept of “rape
is a political act”, the paper argues that sexual violence operates as a strategy of domination
aimed at terrorising the community. Through a close reading of Kavita’s character in
Gorkhaland Diaries, Even Dreams, Uneven Lives, written by Satyadeep S Chhetri, the paper
confirms how rape functions as a collective punishment. The Gorkhaland Movement is a
struggle for political recognition, administrative autonomy, and cultural dignity by the Indian-
Nepalis. They have historically faced marginalisation, misrecognition, and exclusion within
the Indian nation-state and hence demand a separate state for themselves, called Gorkhaland.
The Gorkhaland Movement of 1986 marked intense state repression resulting in twelve
hundred deaths officially. However, T. B. Subba, Pravesh Golay, Babita Maden and other
scholars suggest a significantly higher number. The character of Kavita, raped by three army
personnel, witnessed by her family, demonstrates the intersection of the state’s control and
patriarchal authority. It shows the assault of the symbolic bearer of honour, land, or resistance
to terrorise the community. Her brothers were also killed, and the refusal of the police to
register a complaint exposes institutional violence and state silence. The paper concludes by
reading Kavita’s transformation into a human rights lawyer as an assertion of agency and

resistance.

Keywords: women’s body, rape, military, state control, Gorkhaland.
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Patriarchy & Objectification of the Female Body: Use of AI in Maintaining
the Existing Power Hierarchies within Indian Society

Soumalya Ghosh
(Assistant Professor)
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Abstract:

Feminist Objectification theory, as given by Martha Nussbaum, brought before us the
commodification of women to satisfy the Male gaze. It emphasises their bodies rather than
giving priority to their individual agency and autonomy. The male gaze, where society thinks
that a woman should look at herself through the eyes of a man, that she can increase her outer
beauty for consumption. In India, the existing cultural societal norms have constantly hindered
women’s choices, where the identity of women as individual human beings has been denied.
With the emergence of Al technology, there is a rapid increase in the process of
Commodification. The power imbalance that exists within Indian society through traditional
means has reappeared through Al tools. Matrimonial apps like Shadi.com Grok. Al and several
others have tried to carry forward male preference. This has reinforced the existing power
inequalities where a woman’s value is determined by the attention she will receive from a male.
Social media platforms with Al features like Instagram are giving users several options, where
hyper sexualized content, such as the use of filters to create sexually attractive images, has left

women’s bodies more vulnerable today.

Advertisements & online commerce, where it can be seen that Al tools are used to generate
pictures in such a way that must satisfy men’s desires. Deepfake tools are creating problems
by making nonconsensual porn that has completely turned women into objects to satisfy men's
sexual fantasies through the denial of women’s consent in using their images. This paper is an
attempt to understand the role of Al in upholding India’s unequal power relations, where
women are still considered subordinate to men. By eliminating the "algorithmic gaze," we

hope to create technologies that destroy objectifying hierarchies instead of reproducing them.

Keywords: Male Gaze, Objectification, Body vs Identity, Hegemony, AI Commodification,
Digital Space.
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Data Mining as Text and Context: Inclusivity, Gender, and Sustainability
in the Knowledge Economy
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Abstract:

In the contemporary knowledge economy, data has emerged as a dominant form of text through
which social realities are interpreted, governed, and transformed. This paper examines the role
of data mining as a critical methodological bridge between text and context, with particular
reference to the interconnected themes of inclusivity, sustainability, and gender. Drawing from
interdisciplinary perspectives in Gender Studies, Social Sciences, and Digital Humanities, the
study argues that data mining is not merely a technical process but a socio-cultural practice
embedded within power relations and institutional frameworks.

Through techniques such as classification, clustering, association rule mining, and predictive
analysis, large-scale datasets from education, employment, healthcare, and environmental
domains can be systematically analysed to reveal patterns of exclusion, gender disparity, and
unequal access to resources. From a gendered perspective, data mining enables the
identification of structural inequalities such as wage gaps, participation asymmetries, and
algorithmic bias that often remain obscured in traditional textual or qualitative analysis.
Inclusivity is addressed by examining how marginalized communities are represented—or
rendered invisible—within dominant data narratives.

The paper further explores sustainability by situating data mining within the context of long-
term social and environmental well-being. Data-driven insights into resource utilization,
climate indicators, and development metrics contribute to policy formulation aligned with the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), emphasizing equity alongside efficiency. However,
the study also critically engages with ethical concerns surrounding data ownership, privacy,
consent, and bias, drawing on feminist data theory to challenge assumptions of neutrality in
algorithmic systems.

By reimagining data as a form of cultural text and data mining as interpretive practice, this
paper highlights the potential of responsible and inclusive data analytics to transform abstract
ideals of gender justice and sustainability into context-sensitive, actionable knowledge. The
study ultimately advocates for ethically grounded data mining frameworks that support
inclusive, gender-responsive, and sustainable social futures.

Keywords: Data Mining, Inclusivity, Gender, Sustainability, Text and Context, Digital
Humanities, Feminist Data Studies, Ethical Data Analytics.
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Empowerment through Awareness: A Study of Women Rights among Self-
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Abstract:

Women’s empowerment has a close connection with the knowledge about women rights. In
this regard, self-help groups (SHGs) play a pivotal role in the development of such
consciousness among women. The present study examined the level of consciousness about
the rights of women among the self-help group women and also to understand the differences
of awareness based on marital status, habitat area and level of education. Descriptive survey
methodology was used, and data were collected from the women of self-help groups. A
standardized scale for measuring the awareness about Women Rights was developed. It’s
content validity and Reliability were checked by Cronbach Alpha Method (.71) Percentage,
Mean, SD and t test were used as statistical analysis techniques. The findings revealed that
women related to self-help group possessed an average level of awareness about rights of
women. It indicated more initiatives or the need of further awareness-building among the
women of self-help group. A significant difference was observed in the level of awareness
based on habitat area and urban self-help group women displayed higher level of consciousness
than their rural counterparts. It proved the impact of various socio-environmental factors. No
significant difference was observed between unmarried and married women. It suggested that
marital status has no decisive role to play in the awareness level among self-help group women.
A significant difference based on educational status of self-help group women exhibited higher
level of consciousness among the literate women. The study highlights the need of education
and interventions sensitive to context in promoting the awareness related to women right.
Various awareness programs to strengthen the women of self-help group, particularly in rural
areas and among the illiterate women, can have significant contribution towards social mobility

and women empowerment.

Keywords: Empowerment, Awareness, Study, Women Rights, Self-Help Groups
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Modernity & Sustainability of the Hool: A case study
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Abstract:

The Hool (1855-1856) was a profoundly modern Tribal resistance, challenging colonial
modernity's exploitative structures through organized, larg - scale mobilization led by Sidhu &
Kanhu establishing a clear identity and self rule, known as Santhal Raj. The Santhal rebellion
was a modern resistance against colonial modernity, whose principles and impact remain
relevant and sustainable in contemporary struggles for indigenous rights and justice. However,
the reflection of progressiveness, modernity & sustainability are discernible in the Santhal

ideology against the crucial British rule in the geopolitics of Damin I-kho.

Through this paper, the researchers identify the modernity & sustainability practised by the
Santhal community. The Santhal community has an indigenous knowledge pattern deeply
associated with the Hool. It falls in alignment with environmental perspectives that are in sync
with the three pillars of sustainability: social, environmental and ecological sustainability. The
Santhal civilization firmly believes in the ‘3J° model, i.e., JAl, JANGAL AND JAMIN, which
means a man cannot sustain without these three natural gifts. But the Colonial Government of
Bengal destroyed and refused these three natural gifts while bearing the brunt of suppression

of the Santhal insurgency.

Keyword: modernity, sustainability, Hool, 3J, Natural gifts.
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Abstract:

This article will analyse gender, city life, and caste in connection to Yashica Dutt's memoir,
Coming Out as Dalit. The discussion will start by examining dimension and gender within the
Indian setting, where the historical caste system has imposed stringent spatial and social
segregation, particularly affecting Dalit women. Although metropolitan environments are
purported to provide anonymity and avenues for transcending caste identities, this study reveals
a multifaceted reality that is simultaneously freeing and constraining. The debate centres on
Dutt's personal narrative, examining the interplay of her gendered experience, urban
surroundings, and Dalit identity. Ironically, the city's accessibility facilitates the manifestation
of her concealed Dalit identity, so harnessing the potential of what may be seen as the
Thirdspace. The research elucidates the implicit ramifications of the intricate interplay of
gender, place, and caste. This intersectionality profoundly shapes the lived experiences of Dalit
women, who often confront a dual oppression rooted in both their gender and their caste,

leading to their marginalization even within marginalized communities.

Keywords: Caste, Gender, Oppression, Marginalization, Thirdspace.
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Abstract:

This research investigates the impact of gender in indigenous knowledge for sustainable
development, viewing indigenous knowledge systems (IKS) as appropriate means for
achieving ecological equilibrium and community resilience. The specific objectives of the
study were to assess the gender variation in indigenous agricultural knowledge, environmental
integrated management and sustainable livelihood knowledge and to explore the correlation
between indigenous knowledge and sustainable development. A quantitative cross-sectional
study design was used and 100 participants (50 males and 50 females) were recruited through
convenience sampling. The analysis was carried out using descriptive statistics, t-test and
Pearson’s correlation. The results indicated that the female respondents scored significantly
higher mean scores than their male counterparts on all dimensions of indigenous knowledge
and sustainability practices. The results of the t-test reached statistical significance at the level
of 0.01 showing the importance of gender on indigenous knowledge systems. Furthermore, a
strong positive (r = 0.71) association was identified between indigenous knowledge and
sustainable development activities. This study posits that particularly women’s indigenous
knowledge is critical to advancing sustainable development and thus, gender-sensitive and IK-

based strategies are necessary to achieve sustainability in the long-run.

Keywords: Community resilience, Indigenous knowledge systems, Indigenous women,

Sustainable development, Sustainability practices, Traditional ecological knowledge
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Harnessing Information Technology for Environmental Sustainability and
Human Health: Opportunities, Innovations, and Challenges
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Abstract:

The intersection of Information Technology (IT), environmental sustainability, and human
health represents a dynamic and promising frontier in global development. This paper critically
examines the evolving role of IT in addressing environmental degradation and enhancing
healthcare outcomes. IT tools—such as Geographic Information Systems (GIS), remote
sensing, Internet of Things (IoT), big data analytics, artificial intelligence (Al), and health
informatics—facilitate real-time monitoring, early warning systems, predictive modeling, and
decision support mechanisms. Through systematic literature review, case studies, and policy
analysis, this study explores the transformative potential of IT while also addressing ethical,
infrastructural, and socio-economic challenges. The paper concludes with a set of forward-
looking policy and research recommendations essential for integrating IT into holistic

sustainability and health strategies.

Keywords: environmental sustainability, Geographic Information Systems (GIS),

transformative potential, socio-economic.
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H From the Symposium to the Transit Camp: Pederasty and Gerontology
in R. Raj Rao’s The Boyfriend
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Department of Englisg, Sripat Singh College, Murshidabad, West Bengal, India
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Abstract:

Yudi happens to be the erastes in R. Raj Rao’s The Boyfriend. He is a gay freelance journalist
who comes across his eromenos, in the gents’ toilet at Churchgate station, Bombay. Milind
Mahadik is the eromenos of the grey-haired Zeus called Yudhister. Milind is a nineteen-year-
old Dalit boy, Gany—mede whom the contemporary Zeus (Yudi) is in hot pursuit of. However,
there is a difference; it is not the classical Greece; it is contemporary Mumbai. The Churchgate
loo is just a tip of the iceberg of Mumbai’s gay subculture: “The gents’ toilet at Churchgate
provided a twenty-four-hour supply of men; the amount of semen that went down the urine
bowls was enough to start a sperm bank.” Yudi convinces Milind Mahadik to come home with
him blindfolded. The veteran erastes had to blindfold the nineteen-year-old eromenos to
address the former’s insecurity of being ‘exposed’ and brought ‘out of the closet’:
“‘Blindfolding you,” Yudi replied calmly. ‘Only as a precaution. I always do it to my lovers.
The idea is that they shouldn’t know what building I live in. What if they come back tomorrow
to blackmail me?’” He always blindfolds all his ‘lovers’. Pederasty is accomplished in
‘incognito mode’ through blindfolded eromenos in 1992 Mumbai. Milind, however,
disappeared; he was not to be found in the address he had given to the twentieth century Zeus,
Yudhister. It left Yudi procrastinating whether it was ‘one-off stand’ at all. Much to his
surprise, he ended up acknowledging his epiphany. He was in love with his eromenos, ‘Maha
Dick’ (pun intended), Milind Mahadik. It all began in Yudhister’s mother’s flat with his mother
being out of station to attend the marriage of her relative. It was nothing but a casual sex with
a random pick-up boy at Churchgate station loo on a rather lackadaisical Sunday morning. The
homosexual encounter between Yudi and Milind was supposed to have ended with Hum Apke
Hain Kaun (Yudi asked Milind to accompany him for this massy Bollywood movie in the
theatre); but there is more to their homosexuality than testosterone and timely empty flat: “He
thought of the boy. There was an innocence about him that made him a lovable kid. Someday
Yudi would go to the Transit Camp at Citylight to look for him.” The erastes has already begun
to miss his eromenos. His love for him has not gone down the drain with their testosterone.
Yudi did indeed go to the Transit Camp at Citylight searching for his pederastic love. But
Milind is not to be found there. None lives in the particular address eromenos has left the erastes
with. Eventually, pederasty (Greek institution of a freeborn Athenian young boy being
‘mentored’ by aged and wise man) flourishes with the reunion between the erastes (old man)
and his young eromenos (young mentee), Mahadik. The queerness of pederasty is predicated
upon intergenerational homoerotic mentorship that cuts across age. R. Raj Rao’s The Boyfriend
makes a chronotopic shift of pederastic homosociality from classical Athens to contemporary
Mumbai by way of opening up the pandora’s box of queer gerontophilia.

Keywords: queer, gerontology, gay, homosocial, pederasty
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Impact of Self-Help Groups on Women Empowerment: a Study with
Reference to Women Self Help Groups in Nakashipara Block of Nadia
District

Dr. Naibedya Prasun Pal
Department of Economics, Berhampore College, Murshidabad, West Bengal, India
Email: naibedyapa@gmail.com

Abstract:

Self-Help Group are small voluntary association of the rural women from the same socio-
economic background who work together for the purpose of solving their problems through
Self-Help and mutual help. Micro finance through SHGs has enabled the numbers to improve
their socio-economic status. It also improves family saving, decision making process, self
confidence among women section of our society. Women in India are the victims of multiple
socio-economic and cultural factors. Women are an integral part of our economy.
Empowerment of rural women is a necessary condition for nation’s economic development
and social upliftment. The SHGs significantly contribute to the empowerment of the poor
basically the rural women. It is a platform to the rural to come together for emerging economic

support to each other has case of conservation, social interaction and economic interactions.

Keywords: micro finance, empowerment, self-help group, family, conservation, economic

support
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Abstract:

The rapid expansion of online education has created new opportunities for inclusive learning
while simultaneously raising concerns related to academic integrity, equity, and sustainability.
Al-based online proctoring systems have emerged as a solution; however, many existing
approaches depend on uniform, high-intensity surveillance models that increase computational
energy consumption and may disproportionately impact marginalized learners, raising
concerns of fairness and inclusivity. Such practices challenge the principles of inclusive
education, Green Computing, and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). This study
presents a Sustainable Al-driven, eco-smart online proctoring framework that balances
academic integrity with inclusivity and environmental responsibility. By integrating a
Multilayer ANN Integrated (MANIT) architecture with adaptive risk-based monitoring, the
system minimizes unnecessary surveillance while maintaining reliability. Biometric features
such as facial orientation and eye movement are analyzed using 468 facial landmarks,
supported by Gaussian Mixture Models and changepoint detection to classify learners into
dynamic risk tiers. This tiered approach reduces bias, computational load, and monitoring
intensity for low-risk candidates, fostering a more equitable examination environment.
Experimental results demonstrate high accuracy (91.6%) with low prediction error, while
significantly reducing energy and resource usage. The proposed framework supports SDG 4
(Quality and Inclusive Education), SDG 5 (Gender Equality), SDG 12 (Responsible
Consumption), and SDG 13 (Climate Action), illustrating how context-aware Sustainable Al

can promote fairness, inclusivity, and sustainability in digital education systems.
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Development Versus Environmental Sustainability in India: An Analytical
Study of Policy Trade-Offs and Ecological Consequences
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Email: narattambiswas09@gmail.com

Abstract:

India's post-independence policy has prioritised rapid economic development - driven by
industrialisation, urbanisation, and infrastructural expansion - to alleviate poverty and improve
living standards. However, this trajectory increasingly conflicts with the urgent goals of
environmental sustainability. This analytical study critically examines the intricate tension
between these two imperatives, focusing on the policy trade-offs and the subsequent multi-
layered ecological and social consequences within the Indian context. The research employs a
mixed-methods approach, utilising qualitative analysis of key governmental policies (e.g.,
industrial, energy, and land-use) and their correlation with measurable ecological indicators
(e.g., air/water quality, deforestation, biodiversity loss). The analysis reveals a persistent,
though often unacknowledged, prioritisation of short-term economic growth over long-term
environmental health. Specific trade-offs include the weakening of Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) norms to fast-track large-scale projects and continued reliance on fossil fuels
despite ambitious renewable energy targets. The ecological consequences are significant: rapid
industrial pollution and urbanisation have triggered severe air and water quality crises, directly
impacting public health and livelihoods. Furthermore, unsustainable mining, habitat
fragmentation, and deforestation have accelerated biodiversity loss in sensitive ecosystems like
the Himalayas and the Western Ghats, severely compromising vital ecosystem services. Large-
scale development projects have also frequently led to the displacement of vulnerable
communities. While India possesses a comprehensive environmental legal framework, the
study finds that implementation gaps, regulatory dilution, and political-economic pressures
often undermine sustainability objectives.

The study concludes that achieving equitable and ecologically resilient development requires
a fundamental shift from a siloed "development or environment" paradigm to an integrated
"sustainable development" framework. It advocates for strengthening regulatory enforcement,
mainstreaming the valuation of ecosystem services into economic planning, and ensuring
greater involvement of indigenous and local communities in environmental governance to
achieve genuine and inclusive sustainability for future generations.

Keywords: Development, Environmental Sustainability, Policy Trade-offs, Ecological
Degradation, Environmental Governance, India.
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Gender, Environment, and Sustainability in Ancient India: A Historical
Analysis
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Abstract:

Women in ancient India played a crucial and multifaceted role in the conservation and
sustainable management of natural resources, contributing significantly to ecological balance
and long-term social sustainability. This paper examines women’s contributions as custodians
of the environment through a critical analysis of diverse historical sources, including Vedic
literature, epics, Puranas, Dharmashastra texts, and enduring traditional practices embedded in
everyday life. These sources reveal that women were actively involved in key productive and
regulatory activities such as agriculture, seed selection, cultivation, harvesting, and food
storage, which were essential for maintaining biodiversity and ensuring food security within
agrarian communities.

The study further highlights women’s role in water conservation and domestic resource
management, where careful regulation of water, fuel, and food reflected sustainable patterns of
consumption. In addition, women functioned as primary transmitters of medicinal, botanical,
and ecological knowledge, particularly through practices associated with Ayurveda, folk
healing, and forest-based livelihoods. Such knowledge systems promoted the responsible use
of natural resources and discouraged excessive exploitation.

The cultural and symbolic association of women with nature occupies a central place in ancient
Indian thought. The worship of earth, river, fertility, and forest goddesses—such as Prithvi,
Ganga, and Annapurna—reinforced ethical values of environmental reverence, restraint, and
reciprocity. These religious and philosophical traditions fostered a worldview in which nature
was perceived as a nurturing and life-sustaining entity, requiring protection and care rather than
domination. Through a gendered analysis of textual and cultural evidence, this paper
demonstrates how women’s socially defined roles and indigenous knowledge systems
contributed to sustainable modes of resource use and ecological harmony.

The paper concludes that recognizing women’s historical role in environmental stewardship
not only deepens our understanding of ancient Indian social organization and environmental
ethics but also offers meaningful insights for contemporary debates on gender equality,
environmental governance, and sustainable development.

Keywords: Women, Environment, Development, Ancient, India
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Abstract:

Indian democracy is constitutionally based upon the ideals of equality, justice and popular
participation; however, deep rooted gender inequalities frustrate political empowerment among
women. Ironically, though laws on equal political rights have been a constitutional guarantee
and India has signed international conventions on gender equality but women’s representation
in the political institutions at national, state and local levels is yet not equal to men. This article
analyses the obstacles that curtail women’s effective political participation in India and what
these mean for democratic inclusiveness. The research delves into socio cultural factors such
as patriarchy, gender norms, caste-based hierarchies and socialization that make political
participation of women look unworthy. Institutional and structural barriers such as male
dominated political parties, absence of internal party democracy, political violence, money
power, muscle power take their toll against women candidates. Notwithstanding the
constitutional amendments introducing the reservation in Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs),
numerical representation at local level has gone up, however there is no substantive
empowerment even today as this is more of a proxy representation and space for decision-
making remains restricted. This article adopts a qualitative and analytical approach, drawing
upon constitutional provisions, policy documents, secondary literature, and empirical studies
on women’s political participation in India. It argues that the gap between formal political
rights and actual empowerment reflects systemic gender biases embedded within democratic
institutions. The article emphasizes that women’s political empowerment is essential not only
for gender justice but also for strengthening democratic governance It concludes by advocating
for effective implementation of the Women’s Reservation Act, institutional reforms within
political parties, capacity- building initiatives, and broader socio- cultural transformation to

dismantle existing barriers.

Keywords: Democracy, Gender inequality, Women’s political participation, Patriarchy,

Political empowerment.
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Sustainability and Social Equity in Arsenic Contaminated Aquifers: A
Geochemical Perspective
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(Assistant Professor)
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Abstract:

In the Bengal Delta Plain (BDP), Long term ingestion of drinking water contaminated with
naturally occurring arsenic (As) above the permissible limit of 10 pg/L has been associated to
several chronic diseases, including various forms of cancer, significantly increasing the risk of
mortality. Access to safe arsenic water (which is used as drinking and farming water) is thus
of foremost importance and must be executed. Integrating inclusivity, sustainability, and
gender perspectives into arsenic geochemical research is crucial for developing equitable and
long-term mitigation approaches. From a geochemical context, arsenic mobilization is
regulated by redox processes, mineral water interactions, and microbial activity. Nevertheless,
the social dimensions of exposure and remediation are inconsistently dispersed across
communities. Women and marginalized groups often experience uneven health impacts due to
gendered roles in water collection, food preparation, and caregiving, while having inadequate
involvement in decision making linked to water management. Inclusive scientific frameworks
that combine geochemical monitoring with community-based participation develop the
sustainability of arsenic mitigation technologies such as aquifer switching, adsorption
materials, and managed recharge systems. Gender sensitive approaches further strengthen data
reliability, risk communication, and adoption of safe water practices. Bridging these gaps
ensures that geochemical innovations empower the most affected stakeholders, altering water

safety from a technical output into a fundamental human right.

Keyword: Bengal Delta Plain (BDP), Arsenic, redox processes, microbial activity,

communities
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Inclusivity and Sustainability from the Margins: A Dalit Ecofeminist
Reading of Jina Amucha and Karukku

Dr. Amrita Mandal
(Assistant Professor)

Research Scholar, Dept. of English, Rabindra Bharati University, India
Email: amritamandal008@gmail.com

Abstract:

This paper examines the intersection of caste, gender and ecology through a Dalit ecofeminist
reading of Baby Kamble’s Jina Amucha and Bama’s Karukku. While dominant savarna
ecofeminist and environmentalism discourse often universalizes women’s relationship with
nature by positing a spiritual connection with nature for individual liberation, the debate on
sustainability and ecofeminism often foregrounds gender, frequently overlooking the caste-
based ecological marginalisation and oppression and how it intersects with the gendered
discrimination. Leveraging Dalit feminist thought, the study analyses how the lived
experiences in the two autobiographical narratives represent ecology as a lived condition
shaped by the “environmental casteism” and how caste hierarchies historically denied Dalit
women access to fertile land, clean public water sources and forest resources due to purity-
pollution taboos. The paper further argues that sustainability is deeply structured by caste and
gender and is not experienced uniformly. The Dalit women are compelled to a state of
ecological precarity, which dictates access to vital ecosystems responsible for sustaining
livelihoods while being denied the rights to resources required to sustain themselves, rendering
Dalit women as ecological victims.

This paper contends that while both the texts Jina Amucha and Karukku emphasize material
survival and caste-conscious ecology, Baby Kamble in Jina Amucha reveals a harrowing
account of the structural exclusion of the Mahar community, their “utter destitution” and
“animal-like” survival in the village of Maharwada, Karukku provides a more modern critique
and exposes how religious conversion and education don’t nullify the environmental and social
exclusion.

By foregrounding marginalised voices, this study challenges the discourse of mainstream
upper-caste ecofeminism and argues that sustainability in Indian ecofeminist discourse must
be rethought through the lens of caste and gender. Through a gender-sensitive textual analysis,
it urges a more inclusive ecofeminist framework rooted in social justice and caste
consciousness.

Keywords: Caste; Gender and Ecology, Dalit Ecofeminism, Environmental casteism,
Inclusivity and Sustainability
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Plant Growth Promoting Bacteria (PGPB) Based Biofertilizer: A tool
Towards Sustainable Agriculture

Bidisha Das, Diyottama Choudhuri, Saraswat Majumdar, Apurba Mandal, Saptaparna Kundu,
Dr. Abhishek Basu

Department of Molecular Biology and Biotechnology, Sripat Singh College, Murshidabad,
West Bengal, India.

Corresponding Author: Dr. Abhishek Basu

E-mail: abasu@sripatsinghcollege.edu.in

Presenting Author: Bidisha Das

E-mail: myself.bidishadas@gmail.com

Affiliation: Department of Molecular Biology and Biotechnology, Sripat Singh College,
Jiaganj, Murshidabad, West Bengal, India.

Abstract:

Soil microorganisms play a vital role in nutrient cycling, soil fertility, and sustainable
agricultural practices. The present study aimed to isolate and evaluate beneficial soil bacteria
with plant growth—promoting properties, focusing on nitrogen-fixing bacteria and phosphate-
solubilizing bacteria from different agro-ecological regions of West Bengal, India. Soil samples
were collected from Ahaldara, Kurseong (27 °C) and Jiaganj (28 °C), and an additional plant
growth—promoting bacterium was characterized from Bhagobangola I Block. The Ahaldara
soil was slightly acidic (pH 6.2), dark brown, and rich in organic matter due to forest vegetation.
Serially diluted samples were inoculated onto Jensen’s, Pikovskaya’s, and Aleksandrow’s
media and incubated at 37 °C for 24 hours. Bacterial growth was observed exclusively on
Jensen’s medium, indicating the presence of free-living nitrogen-fixing bacteria, with an
estimated population of 4.3 x 10° CFU mg™! of soil. The Jiaganj soil was neutral to slightly
alkaline (pH 7.4), loamy in texture, and moderately fertile owing to agricultural use. Isolation
on Pikovskaya’s medium revealed phosphate-solubilizing bacteria with a population density of
3.6 x 10° CFU mg™! of soil, confirming their ability to convert insoluble phosphate into plant-
available forms. In addition, Microbacterium paraoxydans isolated from Bhagobangola I
Block exhibited multiple plant growth—promoting traits, including nitrogen fixation, phosphate
solubilization, indole-3-acetic acid production, and siderophore synthesis. The bacterium also
demonstrated heavy metal resistance and bioremediation potential, particularly in mitigating
arsenic toxicity in contaminated soil and groundwater. Overall, the study highlights the
diversity and functional significance of beneficial soil microorganisms and emphasizes their
potential application as biofertilizers and bioremediation agents in sustainable agriculture and
environmental management.

Keywords: Plant Growth Promoting Bacterium, Atmospheric Nitrogen fixation, Phosphate
Solubilisation, IAA and siderophore production, Biofertilizer, Arsenic Hyper-Tolerant
Bacterium, Microbacterium paraoxydans, Arsenic Bioremediation
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Gender, Society, and State in the Gupta Age
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Abstract:

The Gupta Age is often portrayed as a classical or ‘golden’ phase of Indian civilization, marked
by political stability, economic prosperity, and cultural efflorescence. This paper examines the
nature and limits of gender inclusivity during the Gupta period by critically analyzing literary
texts, Dharmashastra literature, inscriptions, and archaeological evidence. It explores women’s
roles in education, marriage, property rights, religious life, and economic activities, situating
these within their broader social and ideological contexts. The study argues that gender
inclusivity in the Gupta Age was uneven and deeply conditioned by class, caste, and patriarchal
norms. While elite women enjoyed certain privileges and visibility, normative texts
increasingly restricted women’s autonomy. By reading texts in relation to social practice, the
paper challenges the simplistic glorification of the Gupta Age and offers a nuanced historical

understanding of gender relations.

Keywords: Gupta Age, gender inclusivity, women, patriarchy, Dharmashastra, social history.
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Abstract:
In this article, I will try to explore the gender encounters between indigenous medical practice

and western medical system in late nineteenth century colonial Bengal. This paper examines
how women as patients -- occupied a critical and marginalized position within colonial medical
practice in nineteenth century. Indigenous women’s healing knowledge, rooted in community
practices, domestic spaces, rituals and oral traditions, was increasingly delegitimized by
colonial authorities who projected western medicine as ‘scientific’ and modern, while
indigenous medicine as well as folk medicine was unscientific, and dangerous. When
indigenous women got this massage, what was their reaction and what was their way to solve
their problem.

The study argues that colonial medicine functioned not merely as a healthcare system but as an
instrument of epistemic and gendered control, reshaping women’s bodies, reproductive roles,
and medical authority. Through the medicalization of childbirth, regulation of midwifery, and
surveillance of female bodies, colonial medicine undermined women’s autonomy and
displaced indigenous female healers from positions of social authority. At the same time, the
paper highlights women’s role of negotiation, adaption, and resistance where indigenous
practices persisted alongside or within colonial medical institution. Native female doctor did
not participate on competition but tried to make awareness and care among indigenous women.
Even the reaction of this women were not same, it was varied based on location, culture and
caste. This paper also pointed out how native women followed a hybrid mode of treatment to

deal with patriarchal norms.

Key Words: Lady Doctor, Dai, Western Medicine, Folk Medicine, Lady Dufferin Fund.
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Abstract:

The term "information-seeking behaviour" describes the complex pattern of actions and
procedures that people follow when they are trying to locate certain documents or information.
While this is happening, users are welcome to ask anyone working in the library or any
particular section or unit for help. How the user interacts with the information unit and the

services it offers is indicative of how they seek out information.

People engage in information-seeking behaviour when they consciously seek out data in order
to meet a predetermined need. Even though they're looking, the individual might talk to other
people. A person engages in "information seeking" when he or she recognizes and expresses a
need for information, then searches for, evaluates, and ultimately selects relevant data in order
to fulfil that need. A multitude of factors, such as the purpose of obtaining information,
information routes and sources, and information barriers, impact an individual's or group's
information-seeking behaviour. Finding new information is one of life's most fundamental
tasks. The behaviour of seeking information is the purpose of information as a consequence of
satisfying the information demands of users in order to achieve the goals of their academic
endeavours. When conducting an analysis of the information-seeking behaviour of college
library patrons at Purba and Pachim Bardhaman district colleges, this study examined a variety
of factors, including library collections, library facilities, including information and
communication technology (ICT) and internet facilities, the services provided by library staff,

physical conditions, working hours, and other relevant information.
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Formal Education and Women’s Empowerment: A Study of Self-Reliance
and Rights Awareness Among SHG Participants in Barrackpore Sub-
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Abstract:

Education is a weapon in empowering women, the transformative role of formal education in
SHGs, demonstrating its moderate positive correlation with social empowerment (r = 0.441)
and personal transformation (r = 0.478) (Roy & Acharya, 2024). Self-Help Groups (SHGs)
have been established as an important tool for the empowerment of women, especially in rural
and semi-urban areas such as Barrackpore, West Bengal. The present article explores the
interaction between self-reliance and rights awareness among 202 SHG members in
quantitative terms and the effect of age, position in SHG and educational status. It found that
age does not influence self-reliance and rights awareness (p >0.05), whereas leadership position
(secretaries, cashiers) and higher educational level are significantly associated with both self-
reliance (p <0.001) and rights awareness (p <0.001). A significant positive linear correlation (r
= 0.851, p < 0.001) between self-reliance and rights consciousness confirms their
interrelatedness, suggesting that integration of these dimensions in interventions might
improve empowerment outcomes. The study has underscored the need for capacity-building
interventions for members in general and low-educated women in particular, and strengthening
of policies to build up the SHGs as agents of gender justice (Ghosh & Ghosh, 2024; Babu,
2024). These results contribute to the evidence base on the long-term sustainability of the

impact of women’s empowerment through small groups.

Keywords: Education, Self-Help Groups (SHGs), women empowerment, self-reliance, rights

awarencss.
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Abstract:

Historically framed as a social justice issue, gender equality is increasingly recognized as a
fundamental driver of macroeconomic resilience and ecological health. Gender parity is the
primary "multiplier" for achieving the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
moving global growth from an extractive model to a regenerative one. Here we explore
Economic Resilience Argument, highlighting how formalizing the "unpaid care economy"
unlocks untapped human capital. In the transition to a Green Economy, gender-diverse teams
in STEM and renewable energy are shown to drive higher innovation and patent yields.
Furthermore, closing the gender gap in agricultural productivity—Dby ensuring equal access to
land and credit—could increase total agricultural output in developing nations by 4%,
significantly bolstering food security against climate instability. Next, we explore the Eco-
Gender Nexus. Evidence suggests that empowering women, particularly in the Global South,
leads to more efficient resource management and higher reforestation rates. On a macro level,
increased female representation in national parliaments correlates with stricter carbon-
reduction policies and the ratification of environmental treaties, creating a "Governance
Dividend" focused on long-term intergenerational equity. Despite these benefits, systemic
barriers such as the digital divide and restricted land rights persist. One way to overcome these
an Integrated Triple-Bottom-Line Framework, advocating for gender-responsive climate

finance, targeted educational reform in green tech, and mandatory diversity disclosures.

In conclusion, true sustainability is impossible while half the population remains marginalized.
Integrating gender equality into the core of economic and environmental policy is not an

idealistic luxury but a strategic necessity for global prosperity.

Keywords: Sustainable Growth, Gender Parity, Eco-Gender Nexus, Social Justice, Green

Economy.
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The Social Position of Women and The Critical Analysis of Architecture in
Late Medieval Bengal

Shib Nath Pal
(Ph. D. Scholar)

Assam University, Silchar, India
Email: shibnathpal9958@gmail.com

Abstract:

The paper attempts to study and examine the late medieval Bengal non-Islamic architecture
during the Nawabi era of Bengal. After becoming the capital of Bengal subah, the importance
of Murshidabad suddenly went to the pick. The nawab of Murshidabad and the contemporary
local Zamindars, traders, and local elite people were genuinely interested in making their region
great, and they brought several types of architecture to different parts of Bengal. As we all
know, contemporary Indian society was too rigid and conservative, and women did not go
outside without permission from the head of the family. During the medieval period, many
women came to power, and they controlled administration in Delhi. Similarly, in Bengal, Rani
Bhavani, Swarna Mayi Devi, and other prominent women actively participate and patronize
our indigenous culture along with political interest, and they developed lots of architecture
which symbolized the plurality of the native society. When the capital of Bengal shifted from
Dhaka to Murshidabad by Nawab Murshid-Quli-Khan in 1704, and it was officially accepted
in 1717, the shifting of power encouraged the people displaced from their native place, and
naturally, they came to Murshidabad. With the help of Nawabs and Zamindars, they produced
lots of non-Islamic architecture along with Muslim architecture. The architects of Bengal are
mostly Hindus, and Hindu mythology, the Ramayana, and the Mahabharata inspire them. The
various events of the deties, which are displayed on the exterior and interior parts of temple
walls, and showing different daily life scenes of males and females through the sculptures, are
truly inspiring in the present context also. So, through this work, I would focus on non-Islamic

gender-oriented architecture and explore Bengal's reaction.

Keywords: Terracotta Temples, Non-Islamic architecture, Gender Orientation, Local

Zamindars, Hindu Architects.
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‘Educational Aspirations in Challenging Environments: A Qualitative
Inquiry into Higher Secondary Students’ Experiences in Murshidabad

Abdullahilbaki
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Email: abdullahilbakil01@gmail.com

Abstract:

Educational aspirations play a crucial role in shaping students’ academic trajectories,
particularly in socio-economically and structurally challenging environments. This seminar
paper presents a qualitative inquiry into the educational aspirations of higher secondary
students in Murshidabad, a district marked by economic constraints, limited educational
resources, and social vulnerabilities. The study aims to explore how students perceive higher
education, the factors that motivate or hinder their aspirations, and the role of family, teachers,
peers, and the broader community in shaping their educational goals.

Using qualitative methods such as in-depth interviews and focused group discussions, the study
captures the lived experiences of students from diverse backgrounds, including rural and
marginalized communities. The findings reveal that despite facing challenges such as financial
hardship, inadequate infrastructure, lack of career guidance, and early exposure to social
responsibilities, many students exhibit strong aspirations for higher education as a pathway to
social mobility and personal empowerment. Parental encouragement, inspirational teachers,
and exposure to role models emerge as significant motivating factors. However, the study also
highlights persistent barriers, including gender norms, limited access to information about
higher education opportunities, and anxiety about employment prospects.

The paper argues that students’ aspirations are not merely individual ambitions but are deeply
embedded in their social and cultural contexts. By giving voice to students’ experiences, this
study underscores the need for context-sensitive educational policies, strengthened guidance
mechanisms, and inclusive support systems. The seminar contributes to a deeper understanding
of aspiration formation in challenging environments and offers insights for educators,
policymakers, and researchers seeking to promote equitable access to higher education.

Keywords: Educational aspirations, Higher secondary students, Challenging environments,

Qualitative study, Socio-economic constraints, Student experiences, Access to higher
education

49



ISGTC-2026 [48] Abstract Book

Gender Inequality in Political Participation: With special reference to
Assam, India

Mr. Prabin Engleng
(Assistant Professor)

Department of Political Science, Rangapara College (Autonomous), Rangapara,
Sonitpur District, Assam, India
Email: prabinengleng@gmail.com

Abstract:

Gender inequality in politics means a gender disparity between men and women in terms of
political participation and decision-making powers. It includes the biasness of unequal
representation of women, deprived of their rights, voice, opportunities, and leads to violence,
intimidation, poverty and mental harassment. For instance, the Gender Inequality Index 2025
India ranked 102 out of 193 countries, and the Global Gender Gap Index is 131 out of 148
countries. Assam, in the northeastern part of India, consists of a unique culture and diverse
ethnic groups. Political participation of women remains remarkably limited in Assam. In the
latest legislative assembly election, only 5 women candidates were elected, with 3.97% out of
126 constituency seats in 2021. Also, 12 female candidates were represented, and only one
female candidate was elected with 7.14% out of 14 constituency seats from Assam in the recent
lok sabha election of 2024. Even though there was no women's representation in the last rajya
sabha election in 2025 out of 7 seats from Assam. In pursuance of gender equality and women's
empowerment, the constitution of India has provisioned for 33% seat reservations for women's
participation in panchayati raj institution, municipalities, and parliament. Overall, it can be
observed that many barriers contribute to gender inequality against women in politics, such as
the stronghold of patriarchal norms, limited access to education, economic disadvantage,
poverty, illiteracy, and a lack of political guidance and mentorship support. This paper focused

on the major issues of gender inequality in political participation in Assam.

Keywords: Gender Inequality, Politics, Assam, Constitution, Women Participation
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A Study of Women's Rights in Ancient India

Dr. Kavita Baghel
(Assistant Professor)

Department of History, Sarojini Naidu Government Girls' PG Autonomous College, Bhopal,
M.P., India
Email: prabinengleng@gmail.com

Abstract:

The woman, whom poets, writers, and painters have depicted in their writings and paintings
since time immemorial, was not merely a colourful, imaginary doll or a fairy. She was, in
reality, an active participant in the process of making life livable on the solid foundation of
reality, striving for noble goals, and was intrinsically linked to the gradual development of
civilization, having created and shaped the world. Through her hard work and dedication, she
organized the family and paved the way for the creation of a beautiful social structure and a
healthy society. In fact, it is impossible to assess the rich culture and civilization of any country
without knowing the status and position of women in that country. In ancient India, women
were considered complementary to men, and no religious ceremony was considered complete
without the wife. However, in ancient times, women were considered as goddess and given a
respected position in Indian society, and in many respects, they enjoyed equal rights with men,
but yet there is a lack of information about the status and rights of women in ancient Indian
society. The women of ancient India remain inspiration and ideal for today's generation women.

Therefore, the purpose of this study is to explore the role and rights of women in ancient India.
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Information Gathering habits of Readers of Public Libraries of Purba
Bardhaman and Paschim Bardhaman District of West Bengal

Chaitali Biswas
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Email: chaitalijune2017@gmail.com

Abstract:

Humans gather information for a number of basic purposes related to intellectual development,
social interaction, decision-making, and survival. From prehistoric times to the present,
humans have used information collecting to better comprehend their surroundings, anticipate
threats or opportunities, and make decisions that increase their chances of surviving (safety,
food, and shelter). People need information to make informed and effective decisions in daily

life for choosing careers, managing finances, navigating social situations and solving problems.

It is in our nature to be interested. They are accumulating information to broaden their
knowledge of the world, develop their own abilities, encourage creativity and invention, and
assist in adjusting to new social and technological developments. People use information to
comprehend cultural expectations, norms, and values in order to function in society. to properly
communicate with others to take part in political or community activities. Information
gathering reduces uncertainty and anxiety to adjust their perception and identity, to feel more
in control of their environment. Information gathering is essential for generating new
information, developing and executing policies in fields like governance, business, education,
and research, evaluating outcomes, and improving services like public libraries, healthcare, and

education.
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Ecofeminism and Inclusive Sustainability: Theory vs Practice

Soumi Mondal
(4™ Semester Student)

Union Christian Training College, Berhampore, Murshidabad, West Bengal, India
Email: mondalsoumi998@gmail.com

Abstract:

Ecofeminism emerged as a critical theoretical framework linking the domination of women
with the exploitation of nature, arguing that patriarchal, capitalist, and colonial systems produce
intertwined forms of social and ecological injustice. Inclusive sustainability, on the other hand,
has gained prominence in policy and development discourse as an approach that integrates
environmental protection with social equity, gender justice, and economic viability. While both
ecofeminism and inclusive sustainability seek to transform human-nature relationships and
promote justice, a significant gap persists between theory and practice. This research paper
critically examines ecofeminism and inclusive sustainability by comparing their theoretical
foundations with real-world applications. It explores how ecofeminist principles have
influenced sustainability discourse, evaluates case studies from diverse socio-cultural contexts,
and 1identifies structural, political, and economic barriers that limit practical implementation.
The paper argues that although inclusive sustainability policies often adopt the language of
gender equity and participation, they frequently dilute or depoliticize ecofeminist critiques.
Bridging the gap between theory and practice requires a re-centering of care ethics, indigenous
knowledge systems, and grassroots women's leadership within sustainability governance. The
study concludes by proposing an integrated ecofeminist-inclusive sustainability framework

that emphasizes intersectionality, local empowerment, and transformative institutional change.

Keywords: Ecofeminism, Inclusive Sustainability, Gender and Environment, Theory and

Practice, Environmental Justice, Intersectionality.
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Ecofeminism and Environmental Policies in India: Evaluating the Role of
Women in Protecting Environment

Subhojit Kundu
(Assistant Professor)
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Email: kndsubho@gmail.com

Abstract:

Ecofeminism is a philosophy that connects in environmentalism and feminism. It believes that
both women and nature are primary care givers and resource managers in communities. Both
nature and women historically dominated and exploited by the patriarchal society.
Ecofeminism promotes environmental sustainability and gender equality by addressing
ecological and social system of oppression. Women possess valuable traditional knowledge
and skills related to natural resource management agriculture and conservation. In India,
women lead organisations and movements have been instrumental in raising awareness,
pushing for policy changes and promoting sustainable practices. Women often play a
significant role in household consumption decisions, making them key drivers of sustainable
choices. By promoting eco friendly practices within their families and communities, women
can contribute to reducing carbon footprints and fostering a culture of sustainability. In this
paper trying to highlights how women's participation, leadership role in all aspects of energy
planning ensured in the efficient use and spreading the use of solar energy, biogas, smokeless
chulas and other technological applications to have positive influence on their lifestyles and
long term impact on meeting sustainable development goals. Since last few decades, various
feminist movements and thought for environmental and wildlife protection have been founded
in India. The focal theme of this research through secondary elements is to attain a sustainable
and fair environmental management in India the issues concerning women leadership and

gender based environmental policies must be valued.

Keywords: Ecofeminism, Environmental Policy, Sustainability, Women.
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From Walled Humanism to Earthseed Networks: Blurred Boundaries in
Parable of the Sower

Dilpreet Kour
(Ph. D. Scholar)
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Abstract:

In Octavia E. Butler’s Parable of the Sower (1993), a climate-ravaged 2020s America examines
compelling posthuman reconfiguration through Lauren Olamina’s hyperempathy and
Earthseed religion. Drawing on Rosi Braidotti’s vital materialism and Donna Haraway’s
cyborg relationality, this analysis argues that Olamina embodies posthuman subjectivity, her
“sharing” syndrome blurring self/other boundaries to forge empathetic networks amid
corporate surveillance and ecological chaos. Earthseed verses like “God is Change” enact non-
anthropocentric ethics, entangling humans with feral biotech and scarcity, thus critiquing
anthropocentric exceptionalism. Against walled enclaves’ collapse, Olamina’s nomadic
community models adaptive resilience, transforming suffering into collective agency. Relevant
to contemporary Climate crises, the novel warns that posthuman evolution demands

relinquishing humanist mastery for symbiotic becoming.

Keywords: Anthropocene, Cyborg, Dystopia, Earthseed, Posthumanism, Relational

subjectivity
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Eco-feminist Movement and Women Rights

Dr. Lagnajeeta Chakraborty
(Assistant Professor)

Department of Sanakrit, North Bengal University, West Bengal, India.
Email: lagnajeetachakraborty@nbu.ac.in

Abstract:

This world was created by Purusa(men) and Prakriti(nature), where nature is woman. This
world cannot be created without female power, but it is a pity that for a long time this female
power has been a victim of gender discrimination and women and nature have been exploited.
It is absolutely necessary to oppose this exploitation of nature and for the rise of women. And
that is why the word ecofeminism has emerged. It is a philosophical and political concept that
believes that both nature and women are victims of deprivation and exploitation in a patriarchal
society. This ideology means that in order to stop this exploitation and deprivation of women
and nature, a combination of feminist principles and environmental awareness is absolutely
desirable, and it is definitely necessary to build an egalitarian and sustainable society.

Ecofeminism draws on environmental studies, critiques of modernity and science, and the
connection between women and nature, and the impact of this relationship on environmental
studies.

Eco-feminism refers to a political feminist perspective on greening. It is an egalitarian,
collaborative social perspective that does not recognize the existence of a single dominant
group, and a feminist concept that only a non-discriminatory, collaborative social perspective
on environmental development, and the greening of nature, will emerge.

From prehistoric times to the present, it can be observed that in most cases, society has been
patriarchal and the dominance of patriarchal rights is observed in the current capitalist social
system. As a result, nature and culture are going to the path of destruction, rather than
development. Ecofeminism explains exactly this theory.

Eco-feminism believes that patriarchal society is based on four interconnected pillars. These
are gender inequality, racism, class exploitation, and environmental destruction. Therefore,
Eco-feminism rejects this mentality and domination.

Areas of application of eco-feminism to social thought include contemporary feminism, social
justice and political philosophy, eco-feminist art, religion, economics, and literature.

The role of women in environmental issues is undeniable. They have been working tirelessly
to protect wildlife, food, air, and water. For example, the Chipko Movement in India in 1973
and the Green Belt Movement in Kenya in 1977 are particularly noteworthy.

Keywords: Purusa and Prakriti, Women and Nature, Feminist concept, Patriarchal Society,
Belief of Eco-feminism, Social thought, Eco-feminist movement.
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Ecofeminist Resistance in Contemporary Global South Literature: Reading
Arundhati Roy's The God of Small Things
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Abstract:

This paper investigates the relationship of environmental degradation and gendered
marginalization through the lens of postcolonial ecocriticism, identifying Arundhati Roy's The
God of Small Things as a foundational text of Global South ecofeminist resistance. In the
Global South, the exploitation of nature has historically been inextricably tied to colonial
legacies and patriarchal structures; this has created what Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak has
termed the "double colonization" of both the land and the female subaltern. This research will
argue that Roy challenges the anthropocentric and patriarchal binaries that distinguish "culture"
from "nature" by parallelizing the decline of the Meenachal River to the social exile of Ammu

and the physical violence against Velutha.

Furthermore, the paper will demonstrate how Roy critiques the neocolonial development
projects—illustrated by the History House and hotel—that commodify natural resources while
suppressing the voices of marginalized populations. The paper will extend its analysis to locate
Roy's work within the larger body of literature produced in the Global South and use
comparative methodology to analyze Roy's narrative alongside that of Amitav Ghosh in The
Hungry Tide and Indra Sinha in Animal’s People. Like Roy, these narratives indicate how
environmental toxicity parallels the traumatic effects experienced on the bodies of the poor and
women. Finally, the article will propose that The God of Small Things serves as a site of literary
resistance and that ecological justice can only be accomplished when the hierarchical systems

governing the human sphere (specifically those of caste and gender) are challenged.

Keywords: Ecofeminist, Global South, Arundhati Roy, Female Subaltern, Literary resistance.
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Nilofar Yasmin
(Assistant Professor)

Department of English, Sripat Singh College, Murshidabad, West Bengal, India.
Email: nrtamanna7@gmail.com

Abstract:

In spite of the increased educational achievements of urban Indian females, the Female Labor
Force Participation (FLFP) rates have stagnated. The most significant "leak in the pipeline" is
occurring at the mid-career level. In addition to investigating the "motherhood penalty" as a
wage gap, this study examines the "motherhood penalty" as a cause of permanent career break
and complete separation from the formal economy through an investigation of how company
policy and social/cultural expectations intersect. As such, the purpose of this study is to identify
the reasons why well-educated professional mothers choose to stop working after childbirth.

The study demonstrates that the "penalty" occurs when qualified women are structurally
excluded from the workforce as opposed to their being given a personal choice. The study
identifies two key findings that explain why qualified professional mothers who give birth
continue to be structurally excluded from the formal labor market. First, the maternity benefit
(amendment) act of 2017 provided for additional paid time off during the childbearing process;
however, the act did so without providing any incentives for employers to hire new employees.
Second, the study found that there was a critical "exit window" between the ages of 28 and 35,
in which qualified female professional mothers experienced a clash between their own
responsibility to provide for the care needs of children and the rigid return-to-work
requirements of companies.

The study further explains that qualified female professional mothers are forced to take a career
break because they do not have access to affordable, high-quality childcare and they also
experience the stigma of having flexible work options. Therefore, the temporary "career break"
that the qualified female professional mothers are required to take becomes a permanent
withdrawal from the workforce due to severe barriers to returning to work and the loss of skills.

Finally, the study concludes that reducing the motherhood penalty will require a paradigmatic
shift from accommodating women to creating structural equity for all employees. As such, the
study recommends the implementation of several policy changes including: mandatory
paternity leave, state sponsored childcare, and returnship programs that will provide incentives
for companies to create opportunities for qualified women to return to work.

Keywords: Female Labor Force Participation (FLFP), motherhood penalty, wage gap, exit
window, paternity leave
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Abstract:

Living in the present time one is bound to witness environmental pollution and degradation of
every kind. As a result of thoughtless human activities, both the human and more-than-human
world are facing severe crisis and getting endangered every day. However, what is positive in
such a depressing situation, is that some people, especially women are working silently for the
betterment of the environment and ecosystem. Anita Rau Badami’s Tamarind Mem and The
Hero’s Walk do portray many thoughts, ideas and acts that bespeak of conservation, eco-
friendliness and sustainability. In these novels, there are a number of characters, mostly
women, who show environment-friendly gestures and behaviour. What is interesting here is
that they are often the ordinary people and even the traditional ones. The world of Tamarind
Mem is full of women who are caught up in the whirlpool of patriarchal social conventions.
The otherwise traditional women in Saroja’s childhood home show their rare sense of
sustainability and eco-friendly behaviour through their multipurpose use of coconut tree
products, growing of fruits, vegetables and flowers in the garden for their own use, and
application of herbal products for beautification as well as cure of ailment. Even, Saroja’s
affinity with plants and her feelings for the non-human beings point towards her understanding
of the ecosystem and ecological balance. Again, The Hero’s Walk depicts the traditional Indian
society with their own conventions. Nirmala and Maya, the mother and the daughter, maintain
a garden that harbours numerous biotic and abiotic elements. It has become, as if, an oasis
amidst the fast-changing environment of Toturpuram. Through her words and works,
Ammayya, Sripathi’s old mother, echoes the motto “Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle”. Concerns
over drinking water and ever-increasing water pollution are at the core of the novel. Not only
the women, but also men like Arun, Sripathi’s son, are voluntarily engaged in saving the
endangered Olive ridley turtles and thus silently working for the environment. The paper is an
attempt to investigate these environment-friendly gestures and sustainable lifestyle and to
foreground the unheard role of ordinary women in maintaining the ecosystem and ecological
balance. Through descriptive and analytical methods, the paper seeks to study the two novels
from these perspectives.

Keywords: Environment, ecosystem, conservation, sustainability, pollution.
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Gender and Indigenous Knowledge: A Case Study

Dr. (Ms.) Subhashree Panda
(Assistant Professor)

Department of Management, Parala Maharaja Engineering College, Murshidabad, West
Bengal, India.

Abstract:

Indigenous Knowledge (IK) refers to the knowledge specific to a culture. The collection of
knowledge may be the tradition, practice, customs, philosophies, and ideologies, which may
be written or oral. It may take the form of song, music, storytelling, folklore, chants, jokes and
taught by indigenous pedagogies and also passed from generation to generation. Indigenous
Knowledge also known as local knowledge, tribal knowledge etc. Indigenous knowledge may
be applied in agriculture, medicine, spiritual, cultural, ecology, climate change and
conservation of biodiversity etc. The concept of Indigenous Knowledge (IK) in
entrepreneurship is in infant stage. An entrepreneur is a person who innovate or create
something new. The effective use of knowledge, skill and available resources in the local
community enable the entrepreneur to create new things. As a result of which, they are
financially independent, can earn for their livelihood, generating employment for others, and
contributing to the economic development of the nation. It also reduces unemployment, poverty
alleviation, effective utilisation of the available manpower, The present paper shed light upon
the implications indigenous knowledge as a change agent for the entrepreneur which has been

described in a case study.

Keywords: Entrepreneurship, Indigenous Knowledge, Entrepreneur.
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Romancing with Lyrics: An Exploration of Gender and Inclusive
Intimacies in the Select Works of Nida Fazli and Khursheed Hallauri

Dr. Soumyadip Ghosh
(Assistant Professor)
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Email: sdg92.slg@gmail.com

Abstract:

Transcending the limits of just musical interludes, the lyrics of the Bollywood romantic songs
sometimes serve as narratives of social, cultural, and subjective inscriptions. These songs,
cutting across different eras in Bollywood, have perpetually been presenting different
discourses, both personal and collective, that leave spaces for critical interventions. Down the
ages, romantic lyrics in Bollywood films are, thus, projected as a performative and dialogic
space that is culturally constructed and ideologically narrated. It is at this ideologically woven
labyrinth that the emergence of Nida Fazli and Khursheed Hallauri in the later half of the 20th
century remains noteworthy, as both lyricists attempt to produce a synthesis of literati and
popular culture. By making a close reading of some of their works, the present paper seeks to
explore how these two lyricists, conscious of life’s transience yet deeply engaged with the
fiesta of its vitality, use a language that is ornate yet colloquial. Their language portrays an
introspective self that celebrates a reciprocal and contemplative notion of romance that
embraces moral absorption and emotional susceptibility, discarding patriarchal hegemony.
Their lyrics become an inclusive space where gender is not stratified but a mutually constructed
entity, emphasising female autonomy. By portraying romance as a lived experience constructed
by fragility rather than ascendancy, the lyricists offer an inclusive lyrical structure that includes
varied subjectivities, outlasting gendered monoliths. The paper, thus, is an attempt to explore
how Fazli and Hallauri use a language that succinctly clusters the differences into a coadunate
affective structure, offering the notion of gender inclusivity and self-contemplation within the

matrix of Bollywood romance.

Keywords: Gender, Inclusivity, Bollywood Lyrics, Nida Fazli, Khursheed Hallauri
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Romancing with Lyrics: An Exploration of Gender and Inclusive
Intimacies in the Select Works of Nida Fazli and Khursheed Hallauri

Moumita Biswas
(Assistant Professor)

Department of English, Maharani Kasiswari College, Kolkata, West Bengal, India.
Email: moumitabiswas.net@gmail.com

Abstract:

This article will analyse gender, city life, and caste in connection to Yashica Dutt's memaoir,
Coming Out as Dalit. The discussion will start by examining dimension and gender within the
Indian setting, where the historical caste system has imposed stringent spatial and social
segregation, particularly affecting Dalit women. Although metropolitan environments are
purported to provide anonymity and avenues for transcending caste identities, this study reveals
a multifaceted reality that is simultaneously freeing and constraining. The debate centres on
Dutt's personal narrative, examining the interplay of her gendered experience, urban
surroundings, and Dalit identity. Ironically, the city's accessibility facilitates the manifestation
of her concealed Dalit identity, so harnessing the potential of what may be seen as the
Thirdspace. The research elucidates the implicit ramifications of the intricate interplay of
gender, place, and caste. This intersectionality profoundly shapes the lived experiences of Dalit
women, who often confront a dual oppression rooted in both their gender and their caste,

leading to their marginalization even within marginalized communities.

Keywords: Caste, Gender, Oppression, Marginalization, Thirdspace.
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Gender Equality and the Sustainable Development Goals in Asia and the
Pacific

Dr. Roop Raj '*, Dr. Laxmi Biban®

[1] Associate professor, Department of Economics, HNBG Central University, Uttarakhand,
India. Email: rooprajgahlot@gmail.com

[2] Assistant Professor, Department of Botany, S.U.S. Govt. College Indri, Karnal (Haryana).
Email: laxmibibanbotany@gmail.com

Abstract:

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development calls for a new and transformative vision. It
establishes a set of 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) which are integrated and
indivisible, with gender equality as a central priority. Gender equality and women’s
empowerment are addressed as explicit priorities through the stand-alone Goal 5 and by
mainstreaming gender equality across the SDGs. In recognizing multi-dimensional inequality
within and between countries, the 2030 Agenda is a commitment to “leaving no one behind”.
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the UN Women Regional Office for Asia and the
Pacific jointly produced the first comprehensive review of the status of gender equality and
women’s empowerment in Asia and the Pacific region under the Sustainable Development
Goals’ framework. This report aims to assist governments, civil society, women’s
organizations and key stakeholders in the region to improve gender equality and sustainable
development outcomes by 2030. This report provides a baseline for monitoring progress on
gender equality within the SDG framework and identifies priority actions towards achieving
gender equality in the region. The report is informed by extensive regional consultations,
involving key national stakeholders from planning ministries, national women’s machineries,

statistical offices, experts and UN agencies.

Keywords: Sustainable Development, gender equality, SDGs, women’s empowerment
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Sustainability and Inclusion in the Lives of Marginalized Women of
Murshidabad

Dipankar Mondal
(Student)
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Email:-dipankar8250769601@gmail.com

Abstract:

Sustainability and social inclusion are very important in development because they directly
affect the daily lives of marginalized people, especially women. Murshidabad district is
socially, economically, politically, and culturally diverse. However, many marginalized
women still face serious problems every day. Poverty, low education, limited access to
healthcare, insecure jobs, and little participation in social and political decisions are common

for them.

Sustainability does not only mean protecting the environment. It also includes having stable
income, social justice, equal opportunities, political participation, and respect for culture.
Social inclusion means a society where no one is left behind because of gender, class, caste, or
identity. Development studies show that real sustainable development is not possible without
women’s active participation. But in Murshidabad, many marginalized women work in
informal jobs where income is irregular and social security is almost absent. This makes their
economic life very insecure. Social and cultural traditions and male-dominated thinking limit
women’s ability to make decisions in families and communities. Women also have little
participation in politics and local governance. Because of this, their problems and experiences
are often ignored in policy-making. Although government policies talk about women’s
empowerment, inclusion, and sustainability, they are often not properly applied in real life.

This creates a clear gap between what policies promise and what women actually experience.

This paper shows the real situation of sustainability and social inclusion for marginalized
women in Murshidabad. It finds that real change is only possible when policies are based on
local realities, consider gender issues, and include women’s voices. Including women in

planning and decisions is key to making sustainability and social inclusion a reality.

Keywords: Sustainability, Social Inclusion, Marginalized Women, Gender Equality, justice,

Murshidabad.
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Sustainability and Inclusion in the Lives of Marginalized Women of
Murshidabad

Md Sariful Hoque'* & Dr. Mohammad Imran?
[1] Research Scholar, University of Lucknow, U. P., India

[2] Assistant Professor, A.N.D Teachers Training College, University of Lucknow
E-mail: mdsarifulhoque 1 0@gmail.com

Abstract:

Inclusive classrooms are essential for ensuring equitable learning opportunities for all students,
regardless of their background, ability, language, or socio-economic status. Building such
classrooms requires not only supportive policies and teaching strategies, but also the
development of positive personality traits among teachers and learners. This seminar paper
explores how traits such as empathy, patience, openness, responsibility, and emotional stability
contribute to creating a respectful and welcoming learning environment. Teachers with
empathetic and flexible attitudes are better able to identify learners’ diverse needs, reduce
discrimination, and promote a sense of belonging. Similarly, students who develop
cooperation, tolerance, and self-control are more likely to accept peer differences and engage
in collaborative learning. The paper highlights that inclusive education is strengthened when
positive personality traits are intentionally encouraged through value-based education, social-
emotional learning, cooperative activities, reflective teaching practices, and supportive
classroom communication. Additionally, the role of teacher-student relationships, peer
interaction, and positive classroom climate is discussed as a foundation for inclusive
participation and academic growth. The study concludes that nurturing positive personality
traits is not an additional task, but a core requirement for effective inclusive education. By
focusing on character development alongside academic learning, schools can create inclusive

classrooms that support both achievement and holistic development for every learner.

Keywords: Inclusive Education, Personality Traits, Empathy, Classroom Climate, Social-

Emotional Learning
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Title of the abstract: The Invisible Strings: Weaving Women’s Identities in
a Marketing-Driven World

Dr. Wahida Firdous
(Assistant Professor)

Dept. of English, Rammohan College, Kolkata, West Bengal, India
Email: wahida.firdous@rammohancollege.ac.in

Abstract:

Women today navigate a world that has changed dramatically, where they are constantly
bombarded by media that defines how they are supposed to look, act and think. Traditionally,
women’s identity has been shaped by families, cultures, religions and social norms. Now, due
to the ever-increasing presence of marketing agencies, the way women define themselves is
being altered at a rapid pace. This research paper aims to examine how marketing has
augmented traditional identity-forming institutions in women’s lives in contemporary society
with a particular focus on the increasingly dominant role of media and marketing agencies.

Contemporary women are expected to undergo a seamless transition between multiple roles on
a daily basis—as professionals, mothers, partners, fitness enthusiasts and social media
personas. All of these roles carry distinct expectations largely moulded by advertising and
media narratives. The research study also analyses the specific mechanisms through which
marketing shapes women's self-perception and behaviour, particularly in the beauty and
appearance realm. Women across all demographics experience diminished self-esteem and
body image dissatisfaction due to constant comparison with unattainable media-promulgated
standards. This study will also explore the psychological and social consequences of
marketing-driven identity standards that transform women’s bodies from sources of strength
into perpetual improvement projects, often contributing to depression and anxiety disorders.
Additionally, social media platforms enable women to become promoters of commercial
products and services, creating pressure, especially for young girls, to present a certain image
of themselves online in order to receive attention and validation from others. The constant
pursuit of validation through likes and comments creates addictive feedback loops, leading to
mental stress and erosion of public-private boundaries.

This study also proposes a roadmap for more responsible and empowering marketing
approaches that celebrate authentic diversity in women’s experiences rather than perpetuate
limiting stereotypes. This research aims to support women’s agency in defining womanhood
on their own terms, enabling them to construct identities that honour both collective
experiences and individual distinctiveness.

Keywords: Gender, Identity, Marketing, Media Influence and Self-Presentation
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The Modern Concept of Gender: Breaking Boundaries
Dr. Mahfuz Alam ', Jesmin Khatun?

[1] Assistant Professor, Dept. of Education, Rammohan College, Kolkata, W.B., India Email:
Email: mahfuzalamofficial2014@gmail.com

[2] M.Ed. Student; Institute of Education for Women, Hastings House

Corresponding Author: Dr Mahfuz Alam
Affiliation: Assistant Professor, Dept. of Education, Rammohan College
Email: mahfuzalamofficial2014@gmail.com

Abstract:

The concept of gender has been the subject of contestation in history. It is one of the most
complexified simple notions in society. The idea of gender was constructed at the earlier onsets
of human societies. That it may be different from the biologically assigned sex of a person and
may constitute its own separate space is a modern concept. During the mid-20th century, a
surge of protestation, upheaval and change came in society. The 70s and the 80s witnessed
several gender marches demanding to separate the idea of gender from that of sex citing that
gender is nothing but a social construct. Today through fright and fighting, people have been
able to introduce the umbrella initialism LGBTQ, the updated initialism of which is
LGBTQIA2S+. The significance of this long interface is that the term and what it stands for
give individuals the space to explore their identity without facing stereotyping, discrimination
or apathy. Inclusivity and equity concerning gender identity are also important parts of this

evolution.

Keywords: Modernity, gender, inclusivity, equity
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Integrating Sustainability Concepts into Chemistry Education through
Catalysis Research

Abu Raihan
Department of Chemistry, Sripat Singh College, Murshidabad, West Bengal, India

Email: aburaihan@sripatsinghcollege.edu.in

Abstract:

The growing urgency of global energy challenges, environmental sustainability, and
responsible resource use has highlighted the need to embed sustainability values within higher
education, particularly within chemistry teaching. Connecting classroom learning with
contemporary research offers a meaningful way to show how scientific knowledge interacts
with society. Research rooted in catalysis and clean energy conversion provides an accessible
entry point for introducing sustainability concepts, as it demonstrates how common, earth
abundant materials can support environmentally responsible technologies. Examples drawn
from electrochemical water splitting help students appreciate how chemistry contributes to
clean energy pathways without relying on complex industrial narratives. Integrating such
research contexts into undergraduate and postgraduate instruction allows learners to relate core
ideas from physical chemistry, materials chemistry, and electrochemistry to everyday concerns
such as energy access, climate responsibility, and long term environmental care. Presenting
research led sustainability examples within teaching spaces encourages curiosity, reflection,
and interdisciplinary dialogue, making chemistry more relatable to learners from diverse
backgrounds. This approach also supports inclusive education by translating advanced
laboratory research into clear narratives that emphasise purpose, impact, and social relevance.
By framing catalysis research as a tool for sustainable development rather than purely technical
achievement, chemistry education can inspire ethical awareness alongside scientific
understanding. Strengthening this connection between research and teaching nurtures socially
conscious graduates who recognise the broader role of chemistry in shaping sustainable futures
and responsible technological progress for communities. Such learning environments help
bridge disciplinary boundaries, invite dialogue with the humanities, and encourage students to
reflect on equity, inclusivity, and shared responsibility, while reinforcing the idea that scientific
education gains depth when knowledge, values, and societal context are considered together in
shaping thoughtful responses to contemporary global challenges within educational practices
aimed at long term cultural and environmental resilience across institutions and communities
worldwide today now and future generations.

Keywords: Sustainability, Chemistry Education, Clean Energy, Inclusive Learning,
Sustainable Development Goals
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Encoding Female Patronage in Early Indian Epigraphy:
Nuns and Royal Women as Donors

Dr. Jappen Oberoi

Historian
Email: jappen9@gmail.com

Abstract:

Early Indian epigraphy preserves a substantial corpus of donative inscriptions attributed to
women, including Buddhist bhikshunis from the post-Mauryan and Kushana periods and royal
women attested in inscriptions of several early historic dynasties. This paper brings together
and examines these records in order to document and analyse instances of female patronage
within monastic and dynastic settings. Focusing on selected donative inscriptions that record
the installation of images, architectural components, and endowments to religious
establishments, the study undertakes a close reading of the language, titulature, and contextual
framing of female donors. By placing inscriptions attributed to ordained women alongside
those associated with royal households, the paper seeks to map the range and character of
women’s participation in religious patronage as it appears in the epigraphic record. Grounded
firmly in the surviving inscriptions and their historical contexts, the study offers a source-based

contribution to the study of female patronage in early Indian epigraphy.

Keywords: Epigraphy, Female Patronage, Bhikshunis, Royal Women, Early Historic India
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Molecules, Energy, and the Art of Sustainable Living

Dr. Md. Habib
(Assistant Professor)

Department of Chemistry, Sripat Singh College, Murshidabad, West Bengal, India
Email: mdhabib@sripatsinghcollege.edu.in

Abstract:

We present a detailed theoretical investigation of photoexcited charge-carrier dynamics in zinc
porphyrin (ZnP)/carbon nanotube (CNT) nanohybrids, with particular emphasis on structure-
dependent electron-transfer (ET) and recombination processes relevant to photovoltaic
applications. Optimal device performance requires ultrafast photoinduced ET accompanied by
long-lived charge-separated states, yet the molecular-level factors governing these competing

processes remain incompletely understood.

Quantum dynamics simulations reveal that substituent-induced modulation of donor—acceptor
interactions provides a powerful strategy for controlling excited-state behavior. Guided by
Pearson’s Hard—Soft Acid—Base (HSAB) principle, we demonstrate that soft—soft interactions
between tert-butyl—substituted ZnP (tBu-ZnP), functioning as a relatively soft Lewis acid, and
CNTs, acting as soft Lewis bases, lead to significantly enhanced ET rates. Concurrently,
electron—hole recombination is strongly suppressed, resulting in exciton lifetimes exceeding
one nanosecond. These results establish a clear structure—property relationship and offer
predictive design rules for Energy, and the art of sustainable living in porphyrin—carbon

nanostructure assemblies.
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Women, Environment and Culture: A Literary Inquiry in the Sundarban
Region

Dr. Sanjit Jotder
(Assistant Professor)

Department of Museology, University of Calcutta, Kolkata, W. B., India

Email: sanjitjotder@gmail.com

Abstract

The Sundarban is a constantly transforming landscape, and presenting women, environment,
and culture through literary inquiry within this region is a challenging task. Characterized by
ecological vulnerability and cultural resilience, the Sundarban region offers a unique literary
space where women emerge as central figures in discourses surrounding environment and
culture. This study undertakes a literary inquiry into the representation of women in Sundarban-
based narratives, highlighting their lived experiences within the mangrove ecosystem,
recurring natural disasters, displacement, and socio-economic marginalization. Through
selected literary texts, folk narratives, and regional writings, the paper explores how women’s
roles—as caregivers, laborers, custodians of tradition, and symbols of endurance—intersect
with environmental consciousness and cultural memory. The inquiry reveals that women in
Sundarban literature are not passive victims of nature, but active agents who shape ecological
ethics and cultural continuity. The industrious women of the region serve as the economic and
cultural backbone of society. By situating women at the confluence of environment and culture,
this study presents literature as a vital medium for understanding eco-cultural identity in fragile

landscapes such as the Sundarbans.

Keywords: Culture, Environment, Regional literature, Marginal voices
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A Challenge to the “Stereotype” through Jhumpa Lahiri’s Whereabouts
Neha Swarnakar
Department of English, Sripat Singh College, Murshidabad, West Bengal, India

Email: nehaswarnakar817@gmail.com

Abstract:

Though acknowledged as diasporic writer, Jhumpa Lahiri’s passion for experimentation has
got its manifestation in her recently published fiction Whereabouts, which is a translation of
her Italian novel “Dove Mi Trovo”. The novel explores socio-cultural urban life of an ordinary
woman, rambling sometimes in park, sometimes in piazzas, museums, stores, and coffee bars.
Through her movements and refusal to form lasting ties whether to people or place, the novel
weaves a narrative of fragmentation and solitude. The patchwork pattern of life-style
challenges the stereotypical conception that we generally associate with “home”, and
“femininity”. The discourse of detachment or empowerment through agencies like alienation
therefore poses a threat to the “stereotype”. This paper intends to read the shifting attitude,
fragmentation and solitude in forming “identity” in a postmodern world through Jhumpa

Lahiri’s Whereabouts.

Keywords: Solitude, Fragmentation, Stereotype, Identity, and Postmodernity
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The NEP- 2020 Framework and Buddhist Morality: A Critical Analysis

Asoke Kumar Mandal
(Assistant Professor)

Department of Philosophy, Sripat Singh College, Murshidabad, West Bengal, India

Email: asokejotin@gmail.com

Abstract:

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 proposes a comprehensive framework for
educational improvement grounded in the ideals of complete enlargement, ethical formation,
and learner-centered pedagogy. This paper offers a critical philosophical analysis of the
normative and conceptual connections between the ethical revelation of NEP 2020 and the
ethical philosophy of Buddhism. Drawing upon the foundational Buddhist moral triangle of
Panca Sila (five moral discipline), Sumadhi (mental cultivation), and Prajia (wisdom), the
study looks at the extent to which the NEP framework implicitly incorporates principles

resounding with Buddhist moral thought.

Employing a hermeneutical and reasonable methodological approach, the paper cross-
examines the axiological assumptions underlying NEP 2020’s emphasis on experiential
learning, value-based education, and personality development. It analytically evaluates
whether the policy’s moral objectives transfer beyond instrumental prudence toward a
transformative conception of education as honorable praxis. Furthermore, the paper explores
the consequence of Buddhist thoughts such as Karuna (compassion), Ahimsa (non-violence),
and Samma-ditthi (Right View) in addressing current challenges within educational systems,

including moral destruction, psychological distress, and social unfriendliness.

The study maintains that while NEP 2020 utters a comprehensive and multicultural ethical
vision, Buddhist principles provides a comprehensible philosophical framework accomplished
of dig out its normative foundations and guiding its useful implementation. This critical
engagement proves that the coming together of NEP 2020 and Buddhist moral principles
enables a reconceptualization of education as an integrative process of intellectual
improvement and ethical self-transformation, contributing to the cultivation of accountable,

philosophical, and morally grounded countries.

Keywords: philosophical analysis, Sila, Sumadhi, Prajida, Ahimsa
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Humanities as Inclusive Pathways to Sustainable Development:
Stakeholder Perspectives from Indian Higher Education

Dr. Shagufta Nazneen Ansari!, Dr. Kaiful Islam?

[1] Assistant Professor, Department of Education, Integral University, Lucknow, Uttar
Pradesh, India

[2] Assistant Professor, Department of Education, Glocal University, Saharanpur, Uttar
Pradesh, India

Corresponding Author: Dr. Shagufta Nazneen Ansari
Affiliation: Department of Education, Integral University, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, India
Email: shagufta.nazneenamu@gmail.com

Abstract:

The present study investigates how humanities education serves as an inclusive pathway to
sustainable development in Indian higher education by examining the perceptions of key
academic stakeholders. Recognizing that sustainability challenges extend beyond
technological and economic dimensions to encompass social, cultural, and ethical concerns,
the study focuses on the role of humanities, culture, and creativity in fostering inclusive and
human-centered sustainability education. The research is grounded in the theoretical
perspectives of Education for Sustainable Development, cultural sustainability, and
transformative learning.

A descriptive survey research design was employed, and data were collected from 420 higher
education stakeholders, including faculty members, postgraduate students, research scholars,
and academic administrators from institutions in Eastern Uttar Pradesh and southern Haryana.
A structured questionnaire was used to assess stakeholders’ views on the contribution of
humanities to sustainable development, the role of cultural engagement and creative
pedagogies, and the level of institutional support for sustainability-oriented and inclusive
educational practices. The data were analyzed using descriptive statistics as well as inferential
techniques such as t-tests, chi-square tests, and regression analysis.

The findings reveal a strong consensus among respondents regarding the significant role of
humanities in promoting ethical awareness, social responsibility, inclusivity, and a holistic
understanding of sustainable development. Culture and creativity were widely acknowledged
as effective pedagogical tools that enhance critical thinking, innovation, and long-term
sustainability values. No significant regional differences were found between Eastern Uttar
Pradesh and southern Haryana, indicating a shared understanding of the importance of
humanities-based sustainability education. However, differences were observed in perceptions
of institutional support, particularly in relation to faculty training and interdisciplinary
curriculum implementation.

The study concludes that humanities-based approaches meaningfully enrich sustainability
education by integrating human values, cultural sensitivity, and creative engagement. It
emphasizes the need for stronger institutional policies and pedagogical integration to advance
inclusive and sustainable development practices in higher education.

Keywords: Humanities Education; Inclusivity; Sustainable Development; Higher Education;
Stakeholder Perspectives
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Gender Equality is an Integral Part of Sustainable Development

Ashok Raj Mahali
(Assistant Professor)

Department of Mathematics, Sripat Singh College, Murshidabad, West Bengal, India

Email: ashok.rajmahali@gmail.com

Abstract:

The challenges of creating pathways to sustainable development and advancing gender equality
are both urgent. This paper explores why these issues need to be addressed together and how
this can be done. It first demonstrates the ethical, policy, and practical reasons why gender
equality must be an integral part of sustainable development. Many conventional development
pathways—focused on areas such as work and industrial production, population and
reproduction, food and agriculture, or water, sanitation, and energy—have proven to be
unsustainable and gender-unequal. Both economic, social, and environmental unsustainability
and gender inequality are generated by, and simultaneously threaten to undermine, market-
driven, neoliberal growth models. Integrating gender equality with sustainable development
requires a deeper conceptual understanding of both concepts and their interconnections.
Therefore, this paper presents a ‘gendered pathways approach,” which serves as a conceptual
framework for addressing the interactions, tensions, and trade-offs between the various
dimensions of gender equality and sustainable development. The paper discusses the policy
and political challenges of transforming pathways towards greater gender equality and
sustainable development. Strengthening and refining government policies and investments is
essential; but beyond and complementary to this, there are opportunities to create new

pathways.

Keywords: sustainable development, gender equality ,conventional development pathways,

neoliberal growth
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Silk Industry and Economic history of Murshidabad special focus on
Women Labour

Dr. Farmuz Sekh
(Assistant Professor)

Department of History, Sagardighi Kamada Kinkar Smriti Mahavidyalaya,
Murshidabad, West Bengal, India
Email: farmuzsk.87@gmail.com

Abstract:

Murshidabad, a historic district in West Bengal, India, stands as a testament to the grandeur of
Bengal's past, particularly its economic evolution centered around the silk industry. This
industry had roots in ancient Bengal, but it flourished during 17th and 18th century. The
Nawabs’ court in Hazarduari Palace exemplified this wealth with revenues from silk taxes
funding lavish architecture and patronage of arts. Trade routes connected Murshidabad to
European ports via the Hughli river attracted the Portuguese, Dutch, French and British
merchants. Cossimbazar, the factory of the East India Company became a silk trading hub,
exporting raw silk and woven fabrics to European nations. During this period, silk industry
relied on a labour-intensive workforce, including Hindu and Muslim artisans specially women
who were often involved in reeling and dyeing. The region's fertile lands supported agriculture,
while its markets buzzed with the exchange of goods such as cotton, spices, and luxury items.
Banking families, including the Jagat Seths, played a pivotal role as financiers to the Nawabs
and European powers, effectively controlling much of Bengal's money market. The Battle of
Plassey in 1757 marked a turning point, as British dominance led to the gradual shift of the
capital to Calcutta (now Kolkata) by the mid-19th century. This relocation drained
Murshidabad of its administrative and economic vitality.

Keywords: silk industry, trade routes, mulberry cultivation, women labour force
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Individualized Education Program for Slow Learners in Inclusive Schools:
A Case Study-Based Analysis

Md. Taukir Alam
(Assistant Professor)

Department of Community Education and Disability Studies, Panjab University Chandigarh
(India)

Abstract:

Slow learners in inclusive schools often experience academic and emotional difficulties
because they need more time, structure, and individualized support than their peers. This article
presents a case study illustrating how an Individualized Education Program (IEP) can be
effectively used to support a slow learner in a general classroom. The analysis highlights the
processes of assessment, goal-setting, instructional planning, and progress monitoring.
Findings suggest that an IEP helps slow learners improve academic performance and classroom
participation when supported by collaboration between teachers, parents, and special

educators.

Keywords: slow learners, Individualized Education Program, inclusive education,

differentiated instruction, case study
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Change in the Concept of Gender through the Lens of Psychological
Theories and Sustainable Development Goals

Dr. Chandana Aditya
(Assistant Professor)

Department of Psychology, Women’s College, Calcutta, W. B., India

Abstract:

It is an established fact that the concept of gender is not based on innate biological
characteristics. Rather it is constructed socially. Across the globe, over the time, gender is
perceived as strict binary by most of the inhabitants of most of the countries. However, from
20th century, major changes in socio economic and communication structures compel people
to consider the construct of Gender, as a spectrum. Also, the role and identity in the context of
gender are also changing. This is a mutually interactive process where social systems and

individuals influence each other.

Sustainable Developmental Goals are adopted by all the countries in United Nations in 2015,
for a holistic journey towards peace and prosperity. Gender equality is treated as a cross-cutting

issue for achieving all 17 SDGs formulated in that programme.

It is important to know about the evolution of this social construct for its successful
implementation in sustainable developmental goals. Without understanding the course of the

changes, it is not possible to adapt necessary course of actions for ultimate wellbeing.

This paper aims to examine, how the psychosocial factors help to evolve the concept of gender
and how far this evolution is relevant for attaining Sustainable Developmental Goals, 2030.
Since Gender is a major and global cross cutting issue of development, individuals should be

more aware and sensitized about it.

Keywords: Gender, Psychological Theories, Gender binary and spectrum, SDGs 2030.
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Civic Education and Gender Inclusivity: An Indian Perspective

Biswajit Mandal
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Abstract

Civic education plays a pivotal role in shaping democratic consciousness, social responsibility,
and inclusive citizenship. In the Indian context, where social hierarchies of gender, caste, class,
and religion intersect, civic education assumes added significance as a transformative tool for
promoting gender inclusivity. This paper examines the relationship between civic education
and gender inclusivity in India, situating it within constitutional values, educational policies,
and socio-cultural realities. Drawing on an analysis of school and higher education curricula,
policy frameworks such as the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, and contemporary
pedagogical practices, the study explores how civic education can challenge entrenched gender

norms and foster egalitarian civic participation.

The paper argues that while Indian civic education formally endorses equality, justice, and
democratic rights, its translation into gender-inclusive practice remains uneven. Textual
representations often marginalize women’s contributions and overlook diverse gender
identities, while classroom practices may reproduce existing power structures. At the same
time, emerging curricular reforms and participatory pedagogies offer opportunities to
reimagine civic education as a space for critical dialogue on gender, citizenship, and
sustainability. By foregrounding an Indian perspective, this study highlights both the
constraints and possibilities of civic education in advancing gender-inclusive citizenship. The
paper concludes by suggesting pedagogical and curricular interventions that align civic

education with the broader goals of inclusivity and sustainable social transformation.

Keywords: Civic Education, Gender Inclusivity, Identity, Indian Education System, Social
Justice
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“True progress is when inclusivity, sustainability, and gender equality are not
separate agendas but one collective vision.”

— Ban Ki-moon
Context: The former UN Secretary-General underscores the interconnectedness of

these three pillars in achieving global justice.

“Gender equality is more than a goal in itself. It is a precondition for meeting the
challenge of reducing poverty, promoting sustainable development, and building
good governance.”
— Kofi Annan

Context: The former UN Secretary-General connects gender equality directly to
global progress and sustainability.

“Sustainability is no longer about doing less harm. It’s about doing more good.”
— Jochen Zeitz (Co-founder of The B Team)

“Inclusion is not bringing people into what already exists; it is making a new space, a
better space for everyone.”
— George Dei

“Feminism is not just about women; it’s about letting all people live fuller lives.
— Gloria Steinem

“We do not inherit the Earth from our ancestors; we borrow it from our children.”
— Native American Proverb
Context: A timeless reminder that sustainability is about stewardship and
responsibility for future generations.
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