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Report on the International Seminar
 on Inclusivity, Sustainability, and Gender: Text and Context

An International Seminar on Inclusivity, Sustainability, and Gender:
Text and Context was successfully organised by the Internal Quality
Assurance Cell (IQAC) and the Seminar Committee of Sripat Singh
College, Jiaganj, Murshidabad, West Bengal, India, on Wednesday,
28 January 2025, at 11.00 a.m. The seminar was held at Rabindra
Sabhakaksha (Room No. 5) of Sripat Singh College in collaboration
with Women’s College, Calcutta; Nabadwip Vidyasagar College;
SRF College, Beldanga; and Berhampore Girls’ College, reflecting a
strong culture of inter-institutional academic cooperation.

The seminar aimed to promote critical and interdisciplinary
engagement with contemporary debates on gender, inclusivity, and
sustainability, drawing insights from literature, social sciences,
political theory, history, and cultural studies. The event witnessed
active participation from academicians, researchers, students, and
scholars from various institutions across India and abroad, thereby
creating a vibrant platform for intellectual exchange and scholarly
dialogue.

The programme was graced by Prof. Jane Alam, Vice-Chancellor,
Murshidabad University, as the Chief Guest, while Mrs. Shaoni
Singha Roy, President of the Governing Body, Sripat Singh College,
served as the Chief Patron. The seminar was patronised by Dr.
Kamal Krishna Sarkar, Principal, Sripat Singh College; Dr. Hena
Sinha, Principal, Berhampore Girls’ College; Dr. Anupama
Choudhury, Principal, Women’s College, Calcutta; Dr. Swapan
Kumar Roy, Principal, Nabadwip Vidyasagar College; and Dr. Suhas
Roy, Principal, SRF College, Beldanga. The distinguished resource
persons included Dr. Dibyadyuti Sarkar of Noakhali Science and
Technology University, Bangladesh, and Prof. Amita Kumari of Sido
Kanhu Murmu University.



The inaugural session was anchored by Dr. Abhisekh Basu, who
formally welcomed the gathering and outlined the objectives of the
seminar. The distinguished guests—Prof. Jane Alam, Dr. Hena Sinha,
and Dr. Anupama Choudhury & all dignitaries were felicitated in
recognition of their academic contributions & valuable inputs to the
society. The session commenced with the ceremonial lighting of the
lamp, followed by the inaugural song “Deepojyoti” and a cultural
presentation, “Madhuro Dhoni Baje,” by the students, which added a
solemn and reflective tone to the proceedings.

In his inaugural address, Dr. Kamal Krishna Sarkar, Principal of Sripat
Singh College, warmly welcomed the Chief Guest, resource persons,
collaborators, and participants. He emphasised the importance of
inclusive education, gender justice, and sustainability in the
contemporary academic and social context, and expressed confidence
that the seminar would generate meaningful academic outcomes. Dr.
Sagar Simlandy, Convenor of the Seminar, subsequently presented an
overview of the programme, highlighting the submission of 98 research
papers online from scholars of various institutions and expressing
gratitude to all collaborators, faculty members, and students for their
support.

In his keynote address, Prof. Jane Alam underscored the persistent
challenges of women’s empowerment and observed that society still
has “miles to go” in achieving genuine gender equality. Drawing upon
literary and cultural references from Rabindranath Tagore and Kazi
Nazrul Islam, He reflected on representations of women in texts such as
Ghare Baire and stressed the need to critically reassess entrenched
social norms. He also highlighted the role of education, particularly the
New Education Policy, in dismantling structural inequalities and
inaugurating new global avenues for inclusive and sustainable
development. The Abstract Book of the seminar was formally
inaugurated during this session.



The subsequent session, anchored by Ms. Chaitali Upadhyay, featured
special addresses by Dr. Hena Sinha and Dr. Anupama Choudhury. Dr.
Hena Sinha focused on gender theory, inclusivity, and sustainability
through examples from Bengali literature, addressing marginalisation,
caste hierarchies, and women’s lived experiences, and advocating the
need to unlearn and relearn in order to construct new social narratives.
Dr. Anupama Choudhury delivered a scholarly lecture titled “Undoing
Gender for Empowerment, Inclusivity, and Sustainability,” emphasising
the dynamic and performative nature of gender, as articulated by Judith
Butler, and introducing the concept of Queer Economic Geography
through empirical research conducted between 2010 and 2024 across
several Indian cities.

The technical sessions included lectures by Dr. Dibyadyuti Sarkar on
“Sri Chinmoy: An Apostle of Inclusivity Beyond Borders, Faiths, and
Nations” and Prof. Amita Kumari on “Towards an Ecofeminist
Understanding of Adivasi Societies,” followed by interactive
discussions. The seminar further featured offline and online paper
presentation sessions, enabling wide scholarly participation. The
valedictory session included certificate distribution and participant
feedback, and the programme concluded with a vote of thanks by Mr.
Dibakar Das, TCS, Sripat Singh College, followed by the National
Anthem. Overall, the seminar successfully fulfilled its objectives by
fostering interdisciplinary dialogue, enriching academic discourse, and
strengthening institutional collaboration on critical contemporary
issues.
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Youtube Link
https://www.youtube.com/live/EXGuK3bWzZA?si=HGWumMMFD-dqujxZ

Facebook link

https://www.facebook.com/reel/1270320715156622/?app=fbl

https://meet.google.com/oeh-fmys-onz

https://meet.google.com/oav-notp-ydv

Google meet for resource person

Google meet for online presenter

Link Details

https://www.facebook.com/reel/1270320715156622/?app=fbl
https://meet.google.com/oeh-fmys-onz
https://meet.google.com/oav-notp-ydv
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     Outcomes of the International Seminar
1.Enhanced Interdisciplinary Understanding: The seminar facilitated comprehensive

interdisciplinary dialogue on gender, inclusivity, and sustainability by integrating
perspectives from political science, history, literature, and socio-cultural studies.
Participants developed a broader conceptual understanding of these interconnected
themes.

2.Strengthening of Institutional Collaboration: The collaborative engagement
between Sripat Singh College and partner institutions—including Women’s College,
Calcutta; Nabadwip Vidyasagar College; SRF College, Beldanga; and Berhampore
Girls’ College—strengthened academic networking and fostered future possibilities for
joint research and exchange programmes.

3.Promotion of Gender Sensitisation and Inclusivity : Through keynote addresses
and scholarly discussions, the seminar heightened awareness regarding gender
equity, marginalisation, queer inclusion, and ecofeminist perspectives. Participants
were encouraged to critically reassess social constructs and contribute to inclusive
academic and social environments.

4.Research Enrichment and Scholarly Exposure : The presentation of 98 research
papers (both online and offline) provided a valuable platform for scholars, faculty
members, and students to present their work, receive constructive feedback, and
refine their research methodologies.

5.Global and Cross-Border Academic Engagement : The participation of an
international resource person from Bangladesh added a cross-cultural dimension to
the discussions, enhancing global academic perspectives and strengthening
international academic ties.

6.Encouragement of Emerging Researcher: The seminar created opportunities for
young researchers and postgraduate students to engage in scholarly discourse,
thereby promoting research culture and academic confidence among early-career
scholars.

7. Integration of Policy and Practice : Discussions relating to the New Education
Policy, sustainable development, and socio-economic inclusion highlighted the
practical implications of academic research in shaping policy and social
transformation.

8.Publication and Documentation : The inauguration of the Abstract Book ensured
systematic documentation of scholarly contributions, thereby contributing to
institutional academic records and future research reference.

9.Awareness of Sustainable and Inclusive Development Goals :The seminar
reinforced the importance of aligning academic discourse with sustainable
development goals, particularly in relation to gender equality, social justice, and
ecological responsibility. Institutional Quality Enhancement

10.Organised under the aegis of the IQAC, the seminar contributed to the
enhancement of academic quality, institutional visibility, and the promotion of a
research-oriented academic environment.


