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The Department of History and the Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC) of Sripat Singh
College organised an International Seminar titled “The Legacy of Vande Mataram:
Inspiration, Identity and Nationalism” on 29 September 2026, in collaboration with
Santiniketan Sahityapath, West Bengal. The seminar commemorated the 150th anniversary
of the national song Vande Mataram. Dr. Abdul Kader Ahhmed served as the Teacher-in-
Charge of the day, while Dr. Sagar Simlandy served as the Convenor of the programme.
The seminar was conducted in hybrid mode, with the main venue at Rabindra Sabhakaksha
and parallel offline and online sessions held at different locations on the college campus.
A total of 247 participants attended the programme, including 204 participants in person
and 43 participants online. The seminar brought together scholars, researchers, teachers
and students to examine the historical, cultural and political significance of the song and
its role in shaping Indian nationalism and national identity.

The day began with the registration of participants from 10.00 a.m. to 10.30 a.m. at Room
No. 101. The Inaugural Session commenced with the singing of the national song Vande
Mataram, followed by the garlanding of the portrait of Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay.
The distinguished guests were subsequently felicitated, and the ceremonial lighting of the
lamp was accompanied by an inaugural song. Dr. Kamal Krishna Sarkar, Principal of Sripat
Singh College, joined the programme online. He formally inaugurated the seminar and
delivered the welcome address. Thereafter, Dr. Abdul Kader Ahhmed, Teacher-in-Charge
of the day, addressed the gathering and spoke on the historical and cultural significance
of Vande Mataram, highlighting its enduring role in the freedom movement and its
contribution to the development of Indian national consciousness. He emphasised the
song’s literary significance and its capacity to inspire a sense of unity, patriotism and
collective identity among Indians. Following this, the Convenor, Dr. Sagar Simlandy,
addressed the gathering and outlined the objectives, thematic focus and academic
significance of the seminar. The Inaugural Session concluded with the formal release of
the Abstract Book of ISGTC-2026, followed by a tea break.

Among the distinguished speakers at the Inaugural Session, Dr. Rajarshi Chakraborty
spoke first. He is an Associate Professor of History at the University of Burdwan and
President of the Murshidabad Unit of Santiniketan Sahityapath. He described nationalism
as an “imagined unity”—a sense of belonging shaped through cultural and literary
processes rather than something inherently given. He identified Bankim Chandra
Chattopadhyay and Swami Vivekananda as among the prominent figures who contributed
to the development of this consciousness. He observed that Vande Mataram, composed
in Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay’s novel Anandamath (1882), presents the nation in the
form of a mother goddess. This representation inspired feelings of devotion and patriotism
and subsequently became a powerful rallying cry for the freedom movement. Sri Sudipta
Chakraborty, Assistant Headmaster of Sargachi Ramakrishna Mission Uchcha Vidyalaya,
also addressed the gathering and shared his observations on the significance of the
theme.
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Technical Session-I commenced with the keynote address delivered by Prof.
Sudip Basu of the Department of Bengali, Visva-Bharati. He is also the Mahamantri
of Santiniketan Sahityapath and a member of the National Executive Council of
the Akhil Bharatiya Sahitya Parishad. Prof. Basu traced the genesis of the song to
the socio-political milieu of late nineteenth-century Bengal. He explained how
Vande Mataram gradually transcended linguistic and regional boundaries and
emerged as a significant expression of resistance to colonial rule. He referred to
its public rendition at the 1886 session of the Indian National Congress and
discussed its emergence as a political slogan during the Swadeshi Movement
following the Partition of Bengal in 1905. He also referred to the colonial
government's attempts to restrict or suppress the use of the song, highlighting its
perceived potential to mobilise nationalist sentiment.

Prof. Bimal Sankar Nanda, former Associate Professor of Political Science at
Charuchandra College, Kolkata, and President of the West Bengal Political
Science Association, spoke next. He situated Vande Mataram within the broader
historical processes of colonialism, social reform and the emergence of an
educated middle class. He discussed the song's role as a unifying cultural symbol
across regional, linguistic and social boundaries and its contribution to the
development of a broader Indian consciousness during the freedom movement.
He also reflected on its continuing significance as an expression of patriotism
and national identity. Sri Suman Kumar Mitra, Research Scholar and Guest
Lecturer at D.I.E.T., Murshidabad, followed with a presentation based on his books
concerning Lalgola and the origins of Vande Mataram and Anandamath. Drawing
upon archival materials and local historical accounts, he explored the cultural
and religious milieu of Lalgola in Murshidabad in relation to the history and
creation of the song.

Following the lunch break, Technical Session-II was conducted online. Dr. Uday
Shanker Biswas, Professor in the Department of Folklore at the University of
Rajshahi, Bangladesh, presented a perspective from across the border, thereby
adding an international dimension to the seminar. His presentation was followed
by an interactive session involving the participants and resource persons.
Technical Session-III was subsequently conducted in parallel from 3.00 p.m. Sri
Sumit Ghosh, an Archivist at the Directorate of State Archives, Government of
West Bengal, screened a documentary film on Vande Mataram at Acharya
Prafulla Chandra Sabhakaksha. Simultaneously, paper presentations were
organised through an offline stream at Rabindra Sabhakaksha and an online
stream at the Principal’s Chamber and Jagatpath Kalamandir. The paper
presentations continued until 4.30 p.m. This parallel arrangement enabled a
larger number of participants to present their research and engage in academic
discussion.



The academic deliberations of the seminar extended beyond the political
dimensions of Vande Mataram to encompass literature, music, art and social
reform. Speakers discussed the influence of the song on revolutionary poetry,
newspapers and visual culture, including Abanindranath Tagore’s iconic painting
Bharat Mata. The representation of the motherland as a divine figure was
examined in relation to the development of a sense of collective identity and
perceived civic and national duty. Particular attention was also given to the
participation of women in the nationalist movement and to the ways in which
women responded to the call of the freedom movement, often under
considerable personal risk. The speakers further discussed debates surrounding
the religious imagery of the song and its reception among different communities.
While acknowledging concerns regarding its invocation of Hindu religious
imagery, the discussions also explored interpretations that emphasise the song’s
broader themes of devotion to the motherland, unity and collective identity.

The Valedictory Session was held from 4.30 p.m. to 4.55 p.m. at Room No. 105. Dr.
Swapan Kumar Sarkar, Head of the Department of History, delivered the vote of
thanks. The session also included the distribution of certificates to participants
and the collection of feedback. Dr. Sarkar expressed his gratitude to the
Principal, distinguished guests, resource persons, participants, faculty members,
non-teaching staff and student volunteers for their valuable cooperation and
support. The programme formally concluded at 5.00 p.m. with the singing of the
National Anthem. The concluding proceedings also reaffirmed the continuing
academic and cultural significance of Vande Mataram and emphasised the
broader ideals of national unity and an inclusive vision of India’s development
towards 2047.

In conclusion, the seminar provided a comprehensive academic platform for
examining Vande Mataram as a significant cultural and political text associated
with the development of Indian nationalism and the freedom movement. The
hybrid mode of organisation, participation of an international scholar, parallel
technical sessions and total attendance of 247 participants—204 offline and 43
online—contributed substantially to the academic scope of the programme. The
deliberations highlighted the importance of historical awareness, cultural
understanding and an inclusive approach to national identity. The Department of
History and the IQAC recommend that similar interdisciplinary academic
programmes be organised regularly. It is also recommended that the Abstract
Book, programme documentation and participants’ feedback be systematically
preserved as part of the institutional records and for future quality-assurance and
accreditation-related documentation.
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Professor Bimal Sankar Nanda, Professor Sudip Basu
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aAwpuBtJ
HJQ9YF0JL3_clv_La9gg7Htv/view?usp=drivesdk
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VsDsWkXqRLXyS6fBrkHeJygoYP_9-vxS/view?usp=drivesdk

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VsDsWkXqRLXyS6fBrkHeJygoYP_9-vxS/view?usp=drivesdk


Feedback Code

Youtube Link

Facebook link

Google meet for resource person

Google meet for online presenter

Link Details

E Abstract Link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1b56nO16uC32F9q

XSqc7D8cA6DFtNlAMC/view?usp=drivesdk

https://meet.google.com/vin-pouw-wmd

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1C2sv4kUBo/

https://www.youtube.com/live/zDAom_rZzSw?
si=1rdHABFR0Osg0Ale

https://meet.google.com/pfh-tvru-xyc

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1b56nO16uC32F9qXSqc7D8cA6DFtNlAMC/view?usp=drivesdk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1b56nO16uC32F9qXSqc7D8cA6DFtNlAMC/view?usp=drivesdk
https://meet.google.com/vin-pouw-wmd
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https://www.youtube.com/live/zDAom_rZzSw?si=1rdHABFR0Osg0Ale
https://www.youtube.com/live/zDAom_rZzSw?si=1rdHABFR0Osg0Ale
https://meet.google.com/pfh-tvru-xyc
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https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1C29sVdYuH/


Outcomes of the Programme

1. Academic engagement: The seminar examined "Vande Mataram" as a
cultural, literary and political force. Four scholarly sessions covered its origin,
its role in the freedom movement and its continuing relevance.

2. Wide participation: A total of 247 participants took part, 204 offline and 43
online, including scholars, researchers, teachers and students.

3. International and hybrid reach: The online address by Dr. Uday Shanker
Biswas of the University of Rajshahi, Bangladesh, and the parallel online paper
presentations gave the seminar an international character.

4. Research dissemination: The Abstract Book of "ISGTC-2026" was released,
and participants presented papers in parallel offline and online sessions.

5. Local historical contribution: The presentation on Lalgola, Murshidabad,
linked the origin of the song to the region and drew attention to its local
heritage.

6. Archival and audiovisual resource: The screening of a documentary film, with
the State Archives, added a visual and archival dimension to the discussions.

7. Inclusive understanding of nationalism: Speakers advocated an inclusive
interpretation of the song that places unity and devotion to the motherland
above sectarian divides.

8. Institutional collaboration: The partnership between the Department of
History, the IQAC and Santiniketan Sahityapath strengthened the college's
academic networks.

9. Feedback and quality assurance: Participant feedback was collected at the
valedictory session and will be preserved for IQAC records and for planning
future seminars.

10. Civic and cultural awareness: The programme reinforced historical
awareness and cultural pride among students and reaffirmed the call to build a
developed and inclusive India by 2047.
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