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Report on the International Seminar "The Legacy of Vande

Mataram: Inspiration, Identity and Nationalism"

The Department of History and the Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC) of Sripat Singh
College organised an International Seminar titled “The Legacy of Vande Mataram:
Inspiration, Identity and Nationalism” on 29 September 2026, in collaboration with
Santiniketan Sahityapath, West Bengal. The seminar commemorated the 150th anniversary
of the national song Vande Mataram. Dr. Abdul Kader Ahhmed served as the Teacher-in-
Charge of the day, while Dr. Sagar Simlandy served as the Convenor of the programme.
The seminar was conducted in hybrid mode, with the main venue at Rabindra Sabhakaksha
and parallel offline and online sessions held at different locations on the college campus.
A total of 247 participants attended the programme, including 204 participants in person
and 43 participants online. The seminar brought together scholars, researchers, teachers
and students to examine the historical, cultural and political significance of the song and
its role in shaping Indian nationalism and national identity.

The day began with the registration of participants from 10.00 a.m. to 10.30 a.m. at Room
No. 101. The Inaugural Session commenced with the singing of the national song Vande
Mataram, followed by the garlanding of the portrait of Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay.
The distinguished guests were subsequently felicitated, and the ceremonial lighting of the
lamp was accompanied by an inaugural song. Dr. Kamal Krishna Sarkar, Principal of Sripat
Singh College, joined the programme online. He formally inaugurated the seminar and
delivered the welcome address. Thereafter, Dr. Abdul Kader Ahhmed, Teacher-in-Charge
of the day, addressed the gathering and spoke on the historical and cultural significance
of Vande Mataram, highlighting its enduring role in the freedom movement and its
contribution to the development of Indian national consciousness. He emphasised the
song’s literary significance and its capacity to inspire a sense of unity, patriotism and
collective identity among Indians. Following this, the Convenor, Dr. Sagar Simlandy,
addressed the gathering and outlined the objectives, thematic focus and academic
significance of the seminar. The Inaugural Session concluded with the formal release of
the Abstract Book of ISGTC-2026, followed by a tea break.

Among the distinguished speakers at the Inaugural Session, Dr. Rajarshi Chakraborty
spoke first. He is an Associate Professor of History at the University of Burdwan and
President of the Murshidabad Unit of Santiniketan Sahityapath. He described nationalism
as an “imagined unity”’—a sense of belonging shaped through cultural and literary
processes rather than something inherently given. He identified Bankim Chandra
Chattopadhyay and Swami Vivekananda as among the prominent figures who contributed
to the development of this consciousness. He observed that Vande Mataram, composed
in Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay’s novel Anandamath (1882), presents the nation in the
form of a mother goddess. This representation inspired feelings of devotion and patriotism
and subsequently became a powerful rallying cry for the freedom movement. Sri Sudipta
Chakraborty, Assistant Headmaster of Sargachi Ramakrishna Mission Uchcha Vidyalaya,
also addressed the gathering and shared his observations on the significance of the
theme.



Technical Session-l commenced with the keynote address delivered by Prof.
Sudip Basu of the Department of Bengali, Visva-Bharati. He is also the Mahamantri
of Santiniketan Sahityapath and a member of the National Executive Council of
the Akhil Bharatiya Sahitya Parishad. Prof. Basu traced the genesis of the song to
the socio-political milieu of late nineteenth-century Bengal. He explained how
Vande Mataram gradually transcended linguistic and regional boundaries and
emerged as a significant expression of resistance to colonial rule. He referred to
its public rendition at the 1886 session of the Indian National Congress and
discussed its emergence as a political slogan during the Swadeshi Movement
following the Partition of Bengal in 1905. He also referred to the colonial
government's attempts to restrict or suppress the use of the song, highlighting its
perceived potential to mobilise nationalist sentiment.

Prof. Bimal Sankar Nanda, former Associate Professor of Political Science at
Charuchandra College, Kolkata, and President of the West Bengal Political
Science Association, spoke next. He situated Vande Mataram within the broader
historical processes of colonialism, social reform and the emergence of an
educated middle class. He discussed the song's role as a unifying cultural symbol
across regional, linguistic and social boundaries and its contribution to the
development of a broader Indian consciousness during the freedom movement.
He also reflected on its continuing significance as an expression of patriotism
and national identity. Sri Suman Kumar Mitra, Research Scholar and Guest
Lecturer at D.L.E.T., Murshidabad, followed with a presentation based on his books
concerning Lalgola and the origins of Vande Mataram and Anandamath. Drawing
upon archival materials and local historical accounts, he explored the cultural
and religious milieu of Lalgola in Murshidabad in relation to the history and
creation of the song.

Following the lunch break, Technical Session-ll was conducted online. Dr. Uday
Shanker Biswas, Professor in the Department of Folklore at the University of
Rajshahi, Bangladesh, presented a perspective from across the border, thereby
adding an international dimension to the seminar. His presentation was followed
by an interactive session involving the participants and resource persons.
Technical Session-lll was subsequently conducted in parallel from 3.00 p.m. Sri
Sumit Ghosh, an Archivist at the Directorate of State Archives, Government of
West Bengal, screened a documentary film on Vande Mataram at Acharya
Prafulla Chandra Sabhakaksha. Simultaneously, paper presentations were
organised through an offline stream at Rabindra Sabhakaksha and an online
stream at the Principal’s Chamber and Jagatpath Kalamandir. The paper
presentations continued until 4.30 p.m. This parallel arrangement enabled a
larger number of participants to present their research and engage in academic
discussion.



The academic deliberations of the seminar extended beyond the political
dimensions of Vande Mataram to encompass literature, music, art and social
reform. Speakers discussed the influence of the song on revolutionary poetry,
newspapers and visual culture, including Abanindranath Tagore’s iconic painting
Bharat Mata. The representation of the motherland as a divine figure was
examined in relation to the development of a sense of collective identity and
perceived civic and national duty. Particular attention was also given to the
participation of women in the nationalist movement and to the ways in which
women responded to the call of the freedom movement, often under
considerable personal risk. The speakers further discussed debates surrounding
the religious imagery of the song and its reception among different communities.
While acknowledging concerns regarding its invocation of Hindu religious
imagery, the discussions also explored interpretations that emphasise the song’s
broader themes of devotion to the motherland, unity and collective identity.

The Valedictory Session was held from 4.30 p.m. to 4.55 p.m. at Room No. 105. Dr.
Swapan Kumar Sarkar, Head of the Department of History, delivered the vote of
thanks. The session also included the distribution of certificates to participants
and the collection of feedback. Dr. Sarkar expressed his gratitude to the
Principal, distinguished guests, resource persons, participants, faculty members,
non-teaching staff and student volunteers for their valuable cooperation and
support. The programme formally concluded at 5.00 p.m. with the singing of the
National Anthem. The concluding proceedings also reaffirmed the continuing
academic and cultural significance of Vande Mataram and emphasised the
broader ideals of national unity and an inclusive vision of India’s development
towards 2047.

In conclusion, the seminar provided a comprehensive academic platform for
examining Vande Mataram as a significant cultural and political text associated
with the development of Indian nationalism and the freedom movement. The
hybrid mode of organisation, participation of an international scholar, parallel
technical sessions and total attendance of 247 participants—204 offline and 43
online—contributed substantially to the academic scope of the programme. The
deliberations highlighted the importance of historical awareness, cultural
understanding and an inclusive approach to national identity. The Department of
History and the IQAC recommend that similar interdisciplinary academic
programmes be organised regularly. It is also recommended that the Abstract
Book, programme documentation and participants’ feedback be systematically
preserved as part of the institutional records and for future quality-assurance and
accreditation-related documentation.
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SRIP.
NOTICE
No: 185 Dated 26 September 2026

concerned that the Department of History and IQAC, Sripat

It is notified for all
“The Legacy

College is organizing a One Day International Seminar on

Singh
Identity and Nationalism” on 29.09.2026 at

of Vande Mataram: Inspiration,

11:00 a.m. in Rabindra Sabhakaksha.

All stakeholders are cordially invited to attend the seminar.

For

DR. KAM KRISHNZ' s,qﬁgn

| Principal
Sripat Singh College
Jiaganj, Murshidabad

Notice




‘
:
rnational Seminar (Hybrid Mode) !
Inte

.
’,
Heriy

The Legac of Vande Mataram: Ir |5pi| ation Ide ty nd Natlona
g a d ntity a lism
y ﬁ lﬁ

September 29, 2026 (Tuesday) in Collaboration With
omanit!d 5‘0‘

; sahityapath
Santiniketan
Cell, Sripat
il Quality Assurance |
pepartmen g&'&?&;ﬁ:mw. West Benga
il X

Participants are invited to submit absy P
Sept. 12,2026 | presentation. ap  to 5
to hppssc.is202 nglish
Starts "
el Professor, Departmant Abstra
Sankor MNanda, legpr i‘:;:: ;.‘:‘-eﬂce As:ar.mt;::hdmmr qsubm’“ion ' ' str
» Prof . Bimal o West Bangal Polits . v.:_.,a_ah,m:.' d
ot ¢ PH.“df” i :Inhl Bharatiya Sohityo Parizha
v i il 0@gm

I/poster
or Bengali) mugt be submitteq
ail.com according elin
low. k with 15BN i 5
Sept. 27, 2026 https://docs
Ends
it ol ro'k'nrl's'“;"'“ Abstract Acce
wer, B :
B dor. Guest Lecturer
¥ be. Uday Shanker seorch Scholef, oo o
> Suman “':;mru-uc;;ﬁ:r},.f; “Wataram end Anans
Lalgolar Origk

le. ent/d, 1x|9106
ptance Sept. 28_, 2026
Notification

KVGLIFXkpkq
dit?us, =sharin,
os of tha Somina

fta& w25 ft
il iatfc_;n ation, 2 mip Discussion
Sept. 12 2026
= Mataram”
s ol vlton o e

el
Sept. 28, 2026
Pt. 29, 202¢

yay and -
“fande Mataram, m
= Explole e O g the idea and syl n.m-:.;-“"""
e atancs.
Analysa the role of Mante LU ey, musl, hestrs,
" andis e eprosertaton n Ieraure, Post.
. 5 fls 1 ion of women In the

e and pov :l.pdr mm!l:-; o Foader keals of Vande
+ Examine the t i

R@gistr‘ati{:n Det,
Participants are advised to complete
depasiting the

|
Mataram.” hical, cultural and
e

their online re

s, 559 880y
patron

Rs. 1':7: (meN'lﬂli

gistration Process after
registration fee,
Mimtmen—
the contemporary wmmwm ‘
» ASSESS
. B

dformation
Singh College,

llege in 1949 With a view to spread higher education
under Calcytta University, the colly

ege is Presently
f UG students of

Ons-Jiagan] Station (4G) (on Sealdah-
h-ofbrugarh m

ain line), Addmonajly,

Hotels in Lalbagh
New Motijhee| Guest House
Hotel Hazardyari
Hotel Manjusha
Jalechabl Hote) and Resorp
he Fame Hote
otel Sunshine
Dtel Samrar
el Sagnik
el Indrajit

I5¢ of Sheheryali [Mimganjj
l"-'ﬂommnd-ﬂon

related quary please
rn..{a.uaasqow

not be provigeg for attending he




Programme Schedule

International seminar on
"The Legacy of Vande Mataram: Inspiration, Identity and

Nationalism"

29" September, 2026
Venue: Rabindra Sabhakakkha, Sripat Singh College
Time Event
10.00-10:30 a.m. Registration

10.30-10.40 a.m. Fel-icifati'b'h n-F the Honourable Guests
10.40-10.45 a.m. Lighting of the Lamp by the Sl-rnn;urable Guests and Inaugural
Inauguration and Welcome Address by Dr, Kamal Krishna Sarkar,

Principal, Sripat Singh College

11.00-11.10 a.m. Address by Convenor
Address by Guest Dr. Rajarshi Chakraborty, Associate Professor
11.10-11.25a.m. of History, University of Burdwan, & President of Santiniketan
Sahityapath, Murshidabad Unit.
11.25-11.30 a.m Address by Guest Sri Sudipta Chakraborty, Assistant Head
) e Master, Sargachi Ramkrishna Mission Uchha Vidyalaya.
11.30-11.45a.m. Inauguration of the Abstract Book of ‘ISGTC-2026’
11.45a.m. - 12.00 noon Tea Break
Technical Session-|
Keynote Speaker Dr. Sudip Basu, Department of Bengali, Visva-
12.00 noon -12.40 p.m. Bharati, Mahamantri, Santiniketan Sahityapath, Member of
National Executive Council, Akhil Bharatiya Sahitya Parishad
Speaker Prof. Bimal Sankar Nanda, Former Associate Professor,
12,40 - 1.15 p.m. Department of Political Science, Charuchandra College,
Kolkata, President, West Bengal Political Science Association
Speaker Sri Suman Kumar Mitra, Research Scholar, Guest
1.15-1.30 p.m. Lecturer, D.I.E.T., Murshidabad, Berhampore, Author of the
books Lalgola: Origin of Vande Mataram and Anandamath
1.30-2.15 p.m. Lunch Break
2.15-2.45 p.m. Dr. Uday Shanker Biswas, Professor, Department of Folklore,
(Online) University of Rajshahi, Rajshahi-6285, Bangladesh

2.45-3.00 p.m. Interaction with Resource persons

2.45-4.30 p.m. Paper Presentation Session (Offline)- Venue: Acharya Prafulla Chandra
(offline) Sabhakaksha, Sripat Singh College

10.45-11.00 a.m.

3.00-4.30 p.m. Paper Presentation Session (Offline)- Venue :Rabindra Sabhakaksha,Sripat
(offline) Singh College
Paper Presentation Session (Online)-Venue: Jagatpath Kalamandir, Sripat
Singh College

Vote of Thanks, Certificate Distribution and Feedback from the Participants - Room
4,30-4.55 p.m. No-105

4.55-5.00 p.m. The National Anthem

3.00-4.30 p.m.{Online)

Program Schedule




L ‘

“The Legacy of Vande Mataram Insplratlon, Identlty and Natlonallsm”

| Wmﬁw el #AfA5T @ TrewerRm —

PATRON

DR. KAMAL KRISHNA SARKAR
PRINCIPAL, SRIPAT SINGH COLLEGE

= Y -l l CALLFORABSTRACT
\ 4 (Rabmdra Sabhakakhya) , I .,

(" _zee. Organized by
i "‘ Daparﬂnantoflllsiw& ‘ ﬁa

g Sing Cleg, \m =

Jiaganj Former Associate Professor, | Department of Bengali, | Professor, Research Scholar |
) Santiniketan = Department of Folkdore, = Guest Lecturer, DLET
in collaboration with University of Rajshahi, | Mursidabed, Behampore.
President, West Bengal Poiitical  Sahityaith, Memberof  Rajshahi-6205, Author of the book-
sa“ti"ikmn Sahityapath | rrmmpienrines Bangladesh Latgoda - riginof Vandomutaram
Aed b

.o

Banner



k-) Geo-Tagging Camera

,\
'La

wes‘? Pﬂfﬁﬁ%ﬁfﬁLLEﬁEi

ESTD-1949 \

- =

India

iaganj Azimganj, West Be Gllmpses of moments mganL West Bengal 7?

| 88.265216 | BNSeReS 210 MR adl



B cps Map camera

ﬁ Jlaganj, West Bengal Indna =

—  67m8+j7x, Jiaganj, West Bengal 742123, India
. Lat 24.234263° Long 88.265887°
= Tuesday, 29/09/2026 03:59 PM GMT +05:30

\nﬁ\q

abq;:’ra%

oS

J ., Y : 5155 df IPAT “a“ﬂm'l Of

: “? _._gall 8 3
!T‘f%m West*Beng Gllmpses of moments MJe r " st*:Bengal 742
ng 88. 26527 i R ’ Ol O08. 2050 7 - ﬁ 43 t i<




v 25T SINGH 4 #*

Y/ EsTD-19fMia ' g%
AN UBBanj Azimganj, W'est Behgal 7421 di
05238

Resource Persons
Professor Bimal Sankar Nanda, Professor Sudip Basu
Dr. Uday Shankar Biswas, Suman Kumar Mitra




| 0y ~ o EEengal,India / 1
anj, Jiaganj, West Bengal 742123, India anj Azimganj, Jiagk
05244 Long 88.265244

o

=
o,

Paper Presentation



i'
Sripat

ublished by:

singh LO7
5 e

2cter
Charact p—

Knowleqye
Character
Nation

Published py,
Sripat Sj ngh College
liaganj, Myrsh dabad, Wey Ii:n;:.ul

e

: w‘:ﬂ,-.r_sr.':m[sv:ghnnllr_a_rfc.e{nr|||

ISBN 67843, -KEXN-00.

i

1893 00000 ongg! A
:

ok’

Abstract Book



International Seminar f z
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“The Legacy of Vande Mataram: Inspiration, Identity and Nationalism”

ICIFTSAEA SEAfEFH: (@7, 21357 3 Tremem

(Hybrid Mode)
Organized by
The Department of History, Internal Quality Assurance Cell, Sripat Singh College
In collaboration with Santiniketan Sahityapath
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This s to certify thet De/Mr/MtreNrg s DR HRISHLUIA GUPTABARSHI s
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, RAJA PEARYMOHAN COLLEGE

icipated/ presented a paper

in the one day International Seminar (Hybrid Mode) on “The Legacy of Vande Mataram: Inspiration, Identity and
Nationalism” (ITATGATHA SGANEPIA: (A, *IfI6T @ Sreluoeram) held on 29.09.2026 (Duration: 7 hours) at Sripat
Singh College, Jiaganj, Murshidabad.
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Dr. Sharmila Datta Banik Dr. Emili Rumi Prof. Sudip Basu Dr. Sagar Simlandy Dr. Kawrhl Krishna Sarkar

Convener Dr. Swapan Kumar Sarkar Department of Bengali, Visva-Bharati, Co-ordinator Principal
International Seminar Organizing Secretaries Mahamantri, Santiniketan Sahityapath, 1QAC Sripat Singh College
International Seminar Member of National Executive Council, Sripat Singh College y
Akhil Bharativa Sahitya Parishad

Certificate No.: SSC/2026/191

Certificate




International Seminar on
"The Legacy of Vande Mataram: Inspiration, Identity and Nationalism"
(Hybrid Mode)
Date: 29092026 Time: 3,040 pom.

Rabindra Sabhakakshya (Room No.- 105) (Academic Building)- Offline Mode

Activity Name

1. Dr. Barnal Sankar Nanda, Former Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Charuchandra College, Kolkata, 2.
Cval / PPT Presentaion + Certificae | Sochin Chakraborty Associate Professor, Department of History, Kabi Sukanta Mahavidyalaya, Bhodreswar, 3. De. Ranabir

Dhistribution Nath, 4 Dy Miali Tikedar & 5. Dr. Swapan Kumar Sackar (Chairpersons) & Dr Raml Goswami- (Certificate Disinibuice),
Biplah Biswas & Saniib Sarkar { Techasaly

Participant List:

Name of the Participant Title of the abstraci Contact Mo

Dr, Amritendu Haldar Importance of "Wande Mataram' to Develop and
Grow Patriotism among Indian Freedom Fighters
during the Nineteenth Century

Dr. Ajay Debnath From Song to Symbol: Vande Mataram and the
Making of Indian Mational Identity

Dr, Ashique Rashul Aestheticising the Secular State; Postcolonial
Readings of the Vande Mataram Controversy
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International Seminar on
"The Legacy of Vande Mataram: Inspiration, Identity and Nationalism"

{(Hybrid Mode)
Drate: 290972026 Time: 300 p.m.

SLNo, | Name of the Participant Title of the abstract Contact No, Signature Hemarks

Tyl Benm wiew o WER G: AreETera dfseie
wfema

Dr. Sagar Simia.nd)l contribution of Vande Mataram to the Rise of
Mationalizm in India:an Analysis

®, wyfrs wEER speTEE; wrE Wit T v e

Saddam Hossain Vandemataram and its Relevance today.

Erg wH AR (75 wwe: e, Mfem ¢ vl e

Tanmaoy Malakar ATRTRTER (AT TP T T Berm

Paban Bittar Vande Mataram: An Expedition Through
Inspiration and Patriotic Devotion.

Dr. Ananya Mukherjee The Aporias of Colonial Modernity: Nation,
Religion, and Cultural Subjectivity in Bankim
Chandra Chatterjee’s Anandamath

Asoke Kumar Mandal A WEAY & S W el el
I WA

Ashoke Krishna Chatterjee | Vandematram o Anandamath

Dr. Prasenjit Manda Vande Mataram: Inspiration and Nationalism
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Debarka Mondal W WEAN @ AfwwsrEd Fe Wi wm e
Teamzm wfeae

https://drive.google.com/file/d/laAwpuBtJ
HJQOYFOJL3 clv La9gg/Htv/view?usp=drivesdk

Paper Presenter
List & Link



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aAwpuBtJHJQ9YF0JL3_clv_La9gg7Htv/view?usp=drivesdk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aAwpuBtJHJQ9YF0JL3_clv_La9gg7Htv/view?usp=drivesdk

Cash Receipt No.
SRIPAT SINGH COLLEGE

Received From !............

Amonnt s

Cash|:| Debit / Credit Card [:| UPI |:|

Purpose: Participation/ Paper presentation in
International Seminar on “The Legacy of Vande
Mataram: Inspiration, Identity and Nationalism”.
Date: 29/09/2026.

Collector

Cash Receipt

SRIPAT SINGH COLLEGE ¥
Jiaganj, Murshidabad ’

Cash |:] Debit / Credit Card [:] UPI |:|

Purpose: Participation/ Paper presentation in International
Seminar on “The Legacy of Vande Mataram: Inspiration, Identity
and Nationalism”.

Date: 29/09/2026. Collector

Cash Receipt for Participants
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Mode: Hybrid (DMine & Online)

a. Mame Maobie No.

Designation

Department

Institution

Dr. Ameitendis Habdar TAINE4 305

Assistant Professer

Physics

[Sripat Singh Collegs

5250553031

Studerd

History

Sripat Singh College

Liza Suliana
064307182

Assoclate Professar

Sripat Singh College

Dr. Swapan Kusnar Sackar
97304993

Assistant Professor

sripat Singh College

Dr. Ajsy Debnath
T FIITET

Assistant Professor

Haringhata Mahavidyalaya

Dy, Ashigee Rashel
9038134600

Assoclate Prafessor

Wabi Sukanta Mahavidyslaya

i Sachin Chakrmbony
6106548132

Research Scholar

Wurshidabad Maharajn Krishnanath University

r. Deb Kumar Halder
047475030

Associste Professer

Svipat Singh College

. Ranabir Nath

Dr. Ratyl Goswami 001663584

Assistant Professor

5ripat Singh College

(Chaltali Upsdbyay 3476179281

SACT

Sripat Singh College

D, Sagar Simlandy 9433567680

| Associate Professor

Sripat Singh College

Dr. Ambalika Sarkar 6475205336

SACT-1

Sripal Singh College

Saddam Hossain 6201896284

Student

etall subjash apen university

733729266

SACT

Raja Birendm Chandra College

i

5775238336

SACT

Sripat Singh Callege

7679384630

Assistant Professor

Sripat Singh College
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Attendance Sheet — One Day International Seminar

heme: “The Legacy of Vande Mataram: Inspiration, [dentity and

Mationalism”

Date: 29-09.2026 (Tuesday) | Time: 11,00 AM
Venue: Room No-S (Rabindrm Sabhakakhya), Sripat Singh Coliege

i

Mode:
5L No,

Hybrid (OMine & Online)

Name Mobile No.

TDesignation

Depariment

Inaifiution

Ra,

Slgnature

D, Anamys Mukherjee ES61493268

SACT:1

English

Sripst Singh College

?ﬂ'ﬁumpw )

Asoke Kumar Mandal 0734787168

Assistant Professar

Philosophy

Sripat Singh College

eede woun Mavda]

Oh?{n?

Ashcke Krishna Chatterjee |B777655391

Associate Professor

Bengall

Kabi Sukanta Mahavidyalay

[or. Prasenjis Nanda 7003545681

Associste Profeisor

Philosophy

Sripat Singh College

SO V=R

Miiall Tikader 697226366

hssockate Professor

Bengall

Sripal Singh College

L

M Prosenjit Das E00563614

SACT-1

agar College

Diebarika Mondal To4d122018

Cisest Teacher

Dinmoad Harkour Womenn's University

Dy. Emili Ruami FTI2H0186T

Associste Profesisar

Sripat Singh College

G405 744D

Individual Researcher

Home

Priyanka Das
0692702534

[r. Debi Prasad Ditta

Assistant Professor

Sripat Singh College

s ;
Qi Borad S

Hahibillah £001433011

Student

Sripat Singh College

VJ

Sunita Biswas GOR3462884

Assistant Teaches

Kurmtein High schoal, Lalbagh

M Jaydeep Mondal B436861277

Assistant Professor

Mikaghipara Govt. College
Muragachha Modia, T41 154

foy - Deudech Mo ida)

Mampi s 5170034275

Student

University of kalyani

Mamp! Das

0531633667

Assistant Professor

Rabintrasadan Gids' College

Oondtne

TO0 1641072

Associsie Professor

Turkn Harsda Lapsa Hembram Mahavidyalaya

gJiwz

0231871566

Assistand Professar

O

Rani Birla Girls' College

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VsDsWkXqRLXyS6fBrkHeJygoYP 9-vxS/view?usp=drivesdk

Attendance & Link
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Feedback Code
Youtube Link

Facebook link

Google meet for resource person

E Abstract Link

Google meet for online presenter



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1b56nO16uC32F9qXSqc7D8cA6DFtNlAMC/view?usp=drivesdk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1b56nO16uC32F9qXSqc7D8cA6DFtNlAMC/view?usp=drivesdk
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Outcomes of the Programme

1. Academic engagement: The seminar examined "Vande Mataram" as a
cultural, literary and political force. Four scholarly sessions covered its origin,
its role in the freedom movement and its continuing relevance.

2. Wide participation: A total of 247 participants took part, 204 offline and 43
online, including scholars, researchers, teachers and students.

3. International and hybrid reach: The online address by Dr. Uday Shanker
Biswas of the University of Rajshahi, Bangladesh, and the parallel online paper
presentations gave the seminar an international character.

4. Research dissemination: The Abstract Book of "ISGTC-2026" was released,
and participants presented papers in parallel offline and online sessions.

5. Local historical contribution: The presentation on Lalgola, Murshidabad,
linked the origin of the song to the region and drew attention to its local
heritage.

6. Archival and audiovisual resource: The screening of a documentary film, with
the State Archives, added a visual and archival dimension to the discussions.

7. Inclusive understanding of nationalism: Speakers advocated an inclusive
interpretation of the song that places unity and devotion to the motherland
above sectarian divides.

8. Institutional collaboration: The partnership between the Department of
History, the IQAC and Santiniketan Sahityapath strengthened the college's
academic networks.

9. Feedback and quality assurance: Participant feedback was collected at the
valedictory session and will be preserved for IQAC records and for planning
future seminars.

10. Civic and cultural awareness: The programme reinforced historical
awareness and cultural pride among students and reaffirmed the call to build a
developed and inclusive India by 2047.
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	Report on the International Seminar "The Legacy of Vande Mataram: Inspiration, Identity and Nationalism"
	Technical Session-I commenced with the keynote address delivered by Prof. Sudip Basu of the Department of Bengali, Visva-Bharati. He is also the Mahamantri of Santiniketan Sahityapath and a member of the National Executive Council of the Akhil Bharatiya Sahitya Parishad. Prof. Basu traced the genesis of the song to the socio-political milieu of late nineteenth-century Bengal. He explained how Vande Mataram gradually transcended linguistic and regional boundaries and emerged as a significant expression of resistance to colonial rule. He referred to its public rendition at the 1886 session of the Indian National Congress and discussed its emergence as a political slogan during the Swadeshi Movement following the Partition of Bengal in 1905. He also referred to the colonial government's attempts to restrict or suppress the use of the song, highlighting its perceived potential to mobilise nationalist sentiment.
	Prof. Bimal Sankar Nanda, former Associate Professor of Political Science at Charuchandra College, Kolkata, and President of the West Bengal Political Science Association, spoke next. He situated Vande Mataram within the broader historical processes of colonialism, social reform and the emergence of an educated middle class. He discussed the song's role as a unifying cultural symbol across regional, linguistic and social boundaries and its contribution to the development of a broader Indian consciousness during the freedom movement. He also reflected on its continuing significance as an expression of patriotism and national identity. Sri Suman Kumar Mitra, Research Scholar and Guest Lecturer at D.I.E.T., Murshidabad, followed with a presentation based on his books concerning Lalgola and the origins of Vande Mataram and Anandamath. Drawing upon archival materials and local historical accounts, he explored the cultural and religious milieu of Lalgola in Murshidabad in relation to the history and creation of the song.
	Following the lunch break, Technical Session-II was conducted online. Dr. Uday Shanker Biswas, Professor in the Department of Folklore at the University of Rajshahi, Bangladesh, presented a perspective from across the border, thereby adding an international dimension to the seminar. His presentation was followed by an interactive session involving the participants and resource persons. Technical Session-III was subsequently conducted in parallel from 3.00 p.m. Sri Sumit Ghosh, an Archivist at the Directorate of State Archives, Government of West Bengal, screened a documentary film on Vande Mataram at Acharya Prafulla Chandra Sabhakaksha. Simultaneously, paper presentations were organised through an offline stream at Rabindra Sabhakaksha and an online stream at the Principal’s Chamber and Jagatpath Kalamandir. The paper presentations continued until 4.30 p.m. This parallel arrangement enabled a larger number of participants to present their research and engage in academic discussion.
	The academic deliberations of the seminar extended beyond the political dimensions of Vande Mataram to encompass literature, music, art and social reform. Speakers discussed the influence of the song on revolutionary poetry, newspapers and visual culture, including Abanindranath Tagore’s iconic painting Bharat Mata. The representation of the motherland as a divine figure was examined in relation to the development of a sense of collective identity and perceived civic and national duty. Particular attention was also given to the participation of women in the nationalist movement and to the ways in which women responded to the call of the freedom movement, often under considerable personal risk. The speakers further discussed debates surrounding the religious imagery of the song and its reception among different communities. While acknowledging concerns regarding its invocation of Hindu religious imagery, the discussions also explored interpretations that emphasise the song’s broader themes of devotion to the motherland, unity and collective identity.
	The Valedictory Session was held from 4.30 p.m. to 4.55 p.m. at Room No. 105. Dr. Swapan Kumar Sarkar, Head of the Department of History, delivered the vote of thanks. The session also included the distribution of certificates to participants and the collection of feedback. Dr. Sarkar expressed his gratitude to the Principal, distinguished guests, resource persons, participants, faculty members, non-teaching staff and student volunteers for their valuable cooperation and support. The programme formally concluded at 5.00 p.m. with the singing of the National Anthem. The concluding proceedings also reaffirmed the continuing academic and cultural significance of Vande Mataram and emphasised the broader ideals of national unity and an inclusive vision of India’s development towards 2047.
	In conclusion, the seminar provided a comprehensive academic platform for examining Vande Mataram as a significant cultural and political text associated with the development of Indian nationalism and the freedom movement. The hybrid mode of organisation, participation of an international scholar, parallel technical sessions and total attendance of 247 participants—204 offline and 43 online—contributed substantially to the academic scope of the programme. The deliberations highlighted the importance of historical awareness, cultural understanding and an inclusive approach to national identity. The Department of History and the IQAC recommend that similar interdisciplinary academic programmes be organised regularly. It is also recommended that the Abstract Book, programme documentation and participants’ feedback be systematically preserved as part of the institutional records and for future quality-assurance and accreditation-related documentation.
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