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A Seminar for celebrating the 185th birth anniversary of the famous writer and novelist Sri 
Bankimchandra Chattopadhyay was held in Bengali Department, Jagatpat Singh Kalamandir, 
on 26th June, 2023 at 12.00 noon. It was presided by the T.I.C. Sri Ashis Kumar Sen. The main 
speaker was Smt. Papiya Banerjee, Associate Professor, Berhampore Girls’ College. She was 
delivered a pleasant talk on the life and works of Bankimchandra and pointed out the 
progressive and regressive thinking of Bankimchandra which was common to almost all the 
great thinkers of 19th century.  

Total Number of participants - 134 

1st lecture:  

         Sri Sumit Bandopadhyay, Retired Professor of our department lectured on Kamalakanta, 
a unique character created by Bankimchandra. He was point out the humour of the character 
and why Bankim created such a character and uniqueness of Kamalakanta. In this occasion a 
book on Kamalakanta (Kamalakanta:Chinta O Charcha) edited by Dr.Ranabir Nath, Associate 
Professor of this department was published by T.I.C. Sri Ashish Kumar Sen. Dr. Amal Modak, 
Associate Professor of the Department summary sheet the whole and thanked all for their 
participation. Chaitali Upadhyay, SACT of this department anchored the whole programme. 
Almost hundred students from our department and nearly twenty five students of other 
department and teachers from other departments attended the seminar. The seminar ends 
with grand success. 

 

 



 

 

2nd lecture:  

 Smt Papiya Bandopadhyay associate professor of Bengali, Berhampore girls college was the 
main speaker of the seminar. She stated her talk about Bankims’s personal life and showed how it 
influenced in his novels. According to her, Bankim felt a duality between progressive and regressive 
mentality. He was not totally against woman literacy and widow marriage, but in the novel 
Bishabrikshahis mentality is spoken by suryamukhi. She proved with references, and her lecture was 
appreciated by the audience. student also charmed by her eloquence and would be eager to study 
Bankim’s novel. This was the main outcome of the seminar.  
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